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PREPARING CHILEn for the RITE of RECONCILIATI®N

Francine M. 0’Connor

Jesus loves you very much. He said,
“Love one another as 1 have loved you.”

Unscramble the words below the pictures :
to find ways you can love others as Jesus

loves you.
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You can learn how to luv.ﬁé by reading :

hen Jesus was a little boy, he obeyed Mary
and Joseph. When he grew up, he did what
his Father sent him to do. He suffered and

dled for us. He told his Father, “1 will do it your way.”

You can Inve as Jesus loves.

You can listen to your parents and do the things they
ask of you. You can remember how they love you
and you can love them back. When what your

parents ask seems hard to do, remember what Jesus

told his Father, and do it their way.

when people had a physical disability, or were sick,
Jesus made them well again.

You can love as Jesus loves.

You can visit people who are sick, you can make
cards, or write letters to cheer them up.
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when the people were hungry, Jesus multiplied the
loaves and fish so everyone had enough to eat.

You can love as Jesus loves.

You can give food or clothes to people who heip the
poor. You can share your toys with friends.
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ut the ways that Jesus showed his love.

when people did something wrong, Jesus forgave
them. He told them, “Sin no more.”

You can love as Jesus loves.

when someone hurts your feelings, you can say, ‘1
forgive you.” You can always be Kind to others and
treat them as friends.

Jesus taught in the Temple. He told the people about
Godss love. He made them happy by reminding them
that God is their loving Father.

You can love as Jesus loves.

when your friends are unhappy, you can tell them
you love them. You can plan a special surprise to
make them happy again.

Jesus went off all by himself to pray to his Father.
when he sat down to dinner, he would thank his
Father for the food. And when he wanted to help
others, he would say a little prayer.

You can love as Jesus loves.

You can remember to say your prayers every day and
at every meal. You can pray for others who are sad or
who need special help from God.
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Be a Good Samaritan
Luke 10:25-37

Jesus told the story of the Good.Samaritan to teach us how we
should love one another. Each of u; alled upon to be a

“Good Samaritan” in his or her-ewn lifeé: The entire week can be
Ic in work on ways to

QVer.
You will need;

* AN 8-1/2" X 11" sheet of
» Crayons or markers
e Goid Stars

“1.-Give each child a shee o_f a‘ .
with*Good Samantan \

ake calendars

2. Have the children f" thelr papers up from ThGHbOﬂOPﬂ to the
edge of the "Good Samaritan” heading. Now fold the paper in
half two times, lengthwise. Unfold. The paper will be divided

into eight squares. On the top of each of the first seven squares,

have the children write the days of the week.

25 Select seven .love ACHS: from the:r discussions (helping,
R sharmg forg:vmg and so_forth) Have them write one of these

write “Good Samaritan Award” in the empty blo,_ K &
it with a gold st_a{_;, : i

T® the Parents

This is “Good Samaritan
weekK.” The children will bring
home “Good Samaritan”
calendars. It will be up o you
to see that the work, which
started in the classroom, is
Carrie’d OUt- dur; g the Week

Study your ch;lds.-(_:aIendar to

your chtld oppor nities to
perform 1nd1v1du al love-acts of
your own.:Choose: a'mght to
have a "Good Samaritarn”
dinner. Let your child plan and
help with. the meal. Invite a
neighbor or relative, perhaps
someone who lives aione to
vour dinner.

Or you can have a “Good Y
Samaritan” evening during
the whole family writes
ormakes cards for
who is ill or lonely.

ee to it that your child
returns hlS or her calendar to
class at the end of the week.

Fream the Catechism
af the Cath@hc

to pray: T
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PREPARING CHILDRERN for the RITE of RECONCILIATI®ON

 shall love the |
your heart, with all your soul, and with
all your mmd.

You shall love your neighbor as yourséif.

If we follow these two Great Rules, we will have no
probiem following the Ten Commandments.




enny was very, very worried. She loved
God with all her heart. But sometimes things
 happened that Jenny just couldn’t help. Once
she broke her brother's toy when she was

playmg with it. And when she painted a picture for
Dad, she spilled paint on the living room rug. Jenny
thought God wouldn't love her. These were such

terrible sins.

Oh, but Jenny was very wrong! It was an accident
when she broke the toy. It was a mistake to paint in

the living room. Accidents and mistakes are not sins.

You cannot commit a sin by accident. You cannot

commit a sin by mistake. You always have a choice:

To love or not to love! You sin when you choose not
to love. God's rules teach you how to love.

Think about God every
day. _

Remember to say your
prayers.

Obey the first

commandment.

Gods name is a holy
name.
Use God's name in

thanks for God’s love.

Obey the second
commandnent.

Be with Jesus at holy
Mass.

Make Sunday a special
God-day.

Obey the third

sommmangment.

Be a kind and helpful
child at home.

Love your parents with
all your heatrt.

- Obey the fourth

commandment.

Never hurt anyone on
purpose.

Treat your friends and
neighbors Kindly.

Obey the fifth

commandment.

- Remember that your

family is holy.
Be loving and good to
each other,
Obey the sixth
commandment.

Take care of things that
belong to others.
Always returmn oys you
have borrowed.
Chey the sevenih
commandment.

Don't tell lies about
others.

Always say good and
truthful things.

Obey the eighth

commandment.

Don't be jealous of other
friendships.

~ Every person is special in

. different ways.
Obey the ninth
commandment.

Don't be jealous of what
others have.

Be happy with what God
has given you.

Obey the tenth

commandment.

You are God's very
special child.
Nothing can change
Gods love for you —
not accidents, not
“mistakes, not even
sins!
Always remember God's
rules of lovel







Te the Teacher
Mt 22:34-40; Ex 20:1-17; Dt 5:6-21;
Mk 12:28-34; Lk 10:25-28

[t'is important that chiidren know not only what actions are sins but also what actions are not
sins {accidents, mistakes, bad manners, and so forth). Talk to them about things you have done
that were accidents or mistakes. Explain that these things made you feel sorry and tefi them

what you did to make up for ther. Once you have established the drfferenee between aecrdents : _ ) o
SR -~ batance will be struck. But it isn't always

and sins, have the children answer the questrons after each story.

Janie Finds a Dellar

Janie and Mary are very good friends. One day at schooi .Janre was Very sad She warzted to -

buy her mother a birthday present, but she didn't have any money. Mary was sad too. Her =

to leave that afternoan, she saw Mary's dollar on the floor, Mary didn't see the dollar. "A’ dollar _
would buy a nice present for her mother,” Janie thought. Mary would never know that Jame
found the money. : :

What do you think Janie should do? What weuld you de? What waLid be the love choice?

Wouid it be asin if Janie kept the money?

| -Trmmy Takes a Rude

Johnny had a new bike, He asked Timmy if he wanted to take a nde Tlmmy Wwas very excrted

at Timmy, snapping at his heels. Timmy got so scared he hpped over the. bike. The beeuhful
blue paini goi all scratched Trmmy felt like cryrng Maybe e‘ he drdnt sey anythrng Johnny
would never notice.

Did Timmy commtt asin when he damaged dohnnys bske? Sheuld Trmmy teII Johnny abeui ¥ :
the accident? Can you think of somethrng Trmmy can de to make up for seratchrng Johnnys o

bi ke'?

Lucy Fads a Test

{ ucy has a-hard time with arithmetic. Often her answers are wrong One aftemeen the reacher
asked Lucy to come up to the front of the classroem and wnte an exarnple on ihe b!ackbeard

- Lucy was very scared, but she tried. And guess what’? The answer was wrong, just like she™ - o
feared. She was afraid the teacher would be angry.. She theught the class wouid Iaugh or 2hat o

God would be disappointed in her. Lucy was ernbarrassed

Did Lucy commit a sin when she got the problem wreng'? Hew would You feel if yeu were -
Lucy? How do you think God feels about Lucys mistake? . .

To the Parents

The children are learning the difference
between mistakes, accidents, and sins. You
can underline this'message at home every
time your child makes a mistake, has an
aceident, or commits a sin. The important
thing is for your chitd to begin to form a
right conscience.

There is a delicate balance between
awareness of wrongdoing and a sense of
quilt for every little thing that goes wrang.
Onee your child understands that he or she
cannot commit & sin by accident or mistake
— that sin requires a decisidn — this

gasy for children to understand this.
To identify the difference, eath.evening -

discuss the events of the day with your -~
.. child. Make notes of both the positive and

negative expenenees of the day. .

mother had given her a dolfar for unch money; but she had lost it. When Janie put on her coat . Discuss each actron with your Ch”d He!p

make it clear that-in.order to sin one must -
first know the difference between right and- .

SRR wzeng—and then choose to do the wrong:
.+ thing. Emphasize the difference between sin- SR
- and mistakes or accidents: Reinforce the o

' pasitive actions raken B :

Fr@m the

Catechism. @f

the Cath@hc

" about riding Johnriy’s new bike. He' hopped an-and rods arouind ihe block fwice: Each time he -
passed Johnny, they waved at each other. The third time arotnd the block, a dog came runnmg_ L

Church

e #1749 54 on Judgments as geod er bad :

e 4178385 on the fdrmahen of cor;scrence .
‘e #1846-48 on mercy and sin - i
. #1849-51 on lfe definition of sin

s : . #2052-55 on the Ten Cemmandments
i and the Great Commandment
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