Gad Has Made

I know that God loves me because
Jesus told me so. When | see the beautiful
things our Creator has made, I remember
God's love. I know nothing I do will
ever change that lovet




1 woke up this
morning and the
sun was shining in
my window. 1 heard
a little bird singing
in the tree outside.
It seemed like the
bird was saying,
“Get upt Get up!
God has made a
wonderful day!”

And all the

beautiful things in
my world reminded
me of Godss love. -

I went downstairs
to the kitchen .
where Mother was
making breakfast.
She placed my
breakfast on the
table, and, oh, how
good it smelled!
Then, Mother
smiled a special
mother smile.
“Good morning,
sweetheart,” she
said, and gave me
a great big hug and
Kiss. Daddy came
in and lifted me
way up high.

“Have a wonderful
day,” he said.

[ felt the love of my
parents and
remembered that
God is my loving
Father, who
watches over me
every day.

At Scﬁ'ébl,-'!' read a

story all by myself.
It was about a little
girl and her dog.
Then, my teacher
helped me with a
math problem that 1
didm't understand.
After lunch, we had
a spelling bee, and
I came in third.

[ was so giad that
God gave me a

mind that can love
and learn new
things, and a
teacher to show me
the way.

After school, 1 went
out to play. It was a -
beautiful day. My
best friend came .
riding by on his

brand new bicycle.
“Would you like to
ride my hike?" he
asked. And [ said,
“‘Oh, ves, I would.”
My friend was not
afraid that I would
break his new bike.
He trusted me. So 1 |
et him play with
my best ball while |
took a ride on his
bike.

And | remembered
that God is the best.

‘Kind of friend, a

very good friend
who [oves me a lot.

Every time [ walk in

-the park, and sce

children and
flowers and trees
and birds, 1
remember again
about Gods love
for the world and
the people on
earth. '

[ learn more about
how God loves me
when 1 go to
church with my
family and hear the
words of Jesus and

- about all the loving

things he did for all
of Gods children —

like me.

when | hear how

-Jesus came o our

world just to teach

“about Gods love, 1

know nothing 1 do
will ever make God

- stop loving me.



Circle af Geds Lave

Use the space outside of the circle to
draw some of the things that remind you
of Gods love for you. Then, if you read

every other letter around the circle,
starting at the arrow, God will tell you
why yvou are so loved.




Te the Teacher

Make a Scrapbook
of God’s Love
For this project, each child will need:

* Hole punch

+ Scissors

*+ Glue

¢ Old magazines _

» Four or five pieces of 8 1/2” x 11” drawing
paper or construction paper

*» Crayons or markers

« 12" - 15" pieces of yarn

Direct the children through the following steps:

1. Hold all four or five pieces of paper together
and fold them in half to make a book.

2. Punch holes on the folded edge and string
the yarn through the holes to hold the book
together. '

3. On the cover of the book, write, "My Book of
God's Gifts.” o '

4. Look through magazines to find pictures
that are rerminders of Gods love.

5. Glue a different gift on each page of the
book. Beneath the pictures, write a thank-you
prayer for that special gift.
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PREPARING CHILDRED for the RITE of RECONnCILIATION

Mystery Scripture Méssage

Francine M. 0'Connar ere is a message from the Bible that tells how the
: people have always felt about God. Unscramble the
scrambled words to find out what the message says.

iSgn Tjofyu
osgsn to the

rodL! moeC to
wrohspi him

with tnahkflu
ehatrs and osgsn
of parsie. The
rodL is the
rgetaest oGd.




I can love God in sO many ways.
Day after day, I am learning new ways
to love my wonderful God.

1 can love God as a very good Friend:

A Friend I can talk to in my prayers,
when 1 am lonely and want
company.

Maybe sometimes my Friend is lonely,
100. '

Then, 1 will keep my Friend company.

I can tell my Friend all my secrets.
when I am worried about something, |
know my Friend will make things

right.

Then | can stop wortrying.

[ can laugh and talk with my Friend
when everything is wonderful and |
am very happy.

1 can share my joy with my Friend.

I can thank my Friend for being there
when [ need to talk.
1 can love God as a very good Friend!

| can love God as my Father in heaven:

I know my Father waiches over me
and cares for me every day.

[ know my Father never forgets about me.

i can listen to my Fathers words and
try to follow them.

I can learn the Ten Commandiments
and always live by them.

1 know when 1 obey, my Father is
happy and so am L.

[ can be good to friends and neighbors
because they are my Fathers
children, t00.

They are my brothers and sisters.

we all belong to one big family.

I can surprise my Father with little
presents — saying special prayers of
love and doing kind things for others.

1 can love God as a caring Father!

I can love God as God:

I can look around the world and see
how great and wonderful God is.

[ can go to Mass and listen to the
stories of God.

| can believe, when my priest says,
“This is my body and this is my
blood,” that God is truly mysterious, and
powerful enough to overcome death.



FILL IN THE MISSING WORDS INTHE =
PRAYER BELOW. WHEN [T IS FINISHED, 47
YOU CAN CUT IT OUT AND SAVE ITTO
SAY EVERY TIME YOU WANT TO TELL:
GOD ABOUT YOUR LOVE.

1 can praise God in my prayers. DEAR GO D | LOVE YOU VERY

[ can say every single day how MUCH
wonderfilled God is. _ B

I can give thanks for the world, and 't LOVE YOU AS A _
all the people who love me. BECAUSE YOU LISTEN TO ME

WHEN

I can think about God's heaven, — )
where people live forever. | LOVE YOU' AS A S S

s A . Eﬁ’-’"‘
| can believe that one day 1 will be in TOO, BECAUSE YOU WATCH OVER A\

hecaven, too.
[ can love God as God! ME EVERY DAY AND TAKE CARE
OF ME WH EN B

TLOVEYOU AS MY
" MAKER OFALLTHINGS B

| SEE THE WONDER OF YOUR
LOVE WHENEVER | LOOK AT

[ LOVE YOU WITH MY WHOLE
HEART, WITH N\Y WHOLE MIND
AND WITH MY WHOLE SOUL

THANK YOU FOR BEINC. MY GOD




To the Parents

Children are great “givers.”
When a child has picked a.

- To the Teacher

‘Sometimes, loving God™
'means making difficult

BaSed an Luke

: Gast Narrator, Siman Peter. Andrew,
James, John, Jesus, First Woman, S
Woman, the crowd, a few flsherman anng

 the shore. :

Settm - The shores of Galiles.

_ Props;_ WO Iarge nets {an ofd sheet cut in
~two wilkwork well, or the children can

~musal of e Sea, two'large cardboard
“cartons palnted fo {epresent boats

' Narrator. The: play opens with-Simon:Pete
~and Anidrew washing.nats in e water. ‘Nat:
too far away-are James an| John SJesusisa

arrétor. Jesus walks up to the shorellne
and climbs into Simon Peter's boat. The
.Crowd becomes concerned that Jasus is

golng away.

First Woman: s he leaving? | want to hear

more abott God. This man makes sense
when he falks.

Second Woman: No; | do
igaving. He just wanis to pust

shora a little so we can see hirmrbetter..

Narrator: Jesus saf in the boat and talked

to the crowd of peaple. He told them about’

his Father and explained things to them that .

they had never understood before. Then he
spoke ta Slmon Peter.

choices. Here is a play your

" ‘class can act ot about a: -

special choice made by fou'r
of Jesus’ apos es,

Jesus: Put out into the deep water and Iower B
your nets for a catch '

o Slmon Peter. Master, we have been hard at
“itall night long and have caught nothirg. But :
5 "lf you 5y, S0, Twill I{}wer the nets. '

i Harratnr. Simon Peter and Andrew drop
= .the;r nets cver the side ofthe boat
-pantomime holdlng the pets), a background_._ ARy e

Eo James énd John,

_ __Andrew. James! Jahn! Help us!We have oo™
.. many fish toput into our smaff

v James: Johr, will you look at all those frsh"

Narrator: James throws his net info the sea
next to Simon Peters, then he and John puil
itiin; struggimg to Hiftit. bicause it is so full.

John: Our hoats are both full. Where did
those fish come from? It's a miracle!

Simon Peter (f2lfing o his kniges): Leave
- e, Lord. 1-am too sinful to be here with you. -

Jesus (lifting Simon Peler to his Teet and

* speaking to all present): Do not be afraid,

from-now on, you will.catch people
Narrator: Jesus begins to walk away Siowly.

: Simon: Peter; Andrew; James; and John throw s
their nets back into their boats and follow .
him. They chose to follow Jesus for the rest

of their hves
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flower for Momn, his or her’
delight almost bursts forth. A
picture drawn for Grandma or
a surprise hug for Dad are
given from the heatt.

This week, the children are

- learning ways that they can
. “give” back to God some of
thelove given to them. To

utilize this giving streak in
their nature,: plan a special
celebranon of:their love for

< .God. It can be a meal or a
oparty. Bal!oo_n&_ and streamers

can help give a party air to-
your celebratron but srmple

L “surpnse” for God a gift made
by their own: hands: You can.

help by gmng a few rdeas

S THade by“rhe children.

Frem the
~Catechism af
the Cathealic

_::__Church ’

#2637, 4263043 on pralse
- and thanksgiving B

#2633 on times of need

#2052-55 Ol

Commandm

Great_ Commandment

# 152.4«25 on Eucharist and
eterrigq_j'}i‘_fe '




