Mass Schedule
Weekend Liturgies
Saturday
4:30 p.m.
Sunday
8, and 11 a.m.
Weekday Masses
8:30 a.m.
Saturday
8:30 a.m.
Rosary
Recited daily after
the 8:30 a.m. Mass

Holy Cross
Adoration Chapel
3650 W. 96th Street

Monday, 6 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Tuesday and Thursday, closed
Wednesday, 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Friday, Saturday and Sunday
9 a.m. – 12 noon

9525 S. Lawndale Ave.
Evergreen Park, IL 60805-2128
Phone........................ 708.425.5354
Fax............................ 708.346.8182
www.mostholyredeemer.org

Today’s Readings
First Reading — The Ninevites turn from their evil ways in response to Jonah’s
message (Jonah 3:1-5, 10).
Second Reading — The world in its present form is passing away (1 Corinthians 7:2931).
Gospel — Jesus proclaims, “Repent, and believe in the gospel.” The new disciples
abandon their nets and follow him (Mark 1:14-20).

Parish Staff
Pastor
Rev. James M. Hyland
x 209
Associate Pastor
Rev. Paul Guzman
x 205
Retired Resident
Rev. Albert R. Adamich
x 212
Weekend Associate
Rev. Francis Schouten
Deacon Mark Phelan
Director of Music
Linda Maffiola
lmaffiola@mostholyredeemer.org
MHR School Principal
Sue Duffy
708.422.8280
Dir. of Religious Education
Lee Ann Arethas
708.346.8185

WELCOME
If you are new to our Church or just visiting, please stop and introduce
yourself. We are pleased to have you share in this celebration of the Eucharist.
If you do not have a Church home, or your Church is not a home to you, we
invite you to become part of our parish family. Our Church is open to anyone
looking for a spiritual home. Contact the Parish Office at 425.5354 ext 203 to
register.
We’re glad you’re here and hope you’ll join us!

SACRAMENTS
Baptism
Call 708-425-5354 to make
arrangements with the Rectory for
the Baptism and the Enrichment
Program. Baptisms will take place
on the first and third Sundays at 12
noon.

Marriage
Couples intending to marry should
call the Rectory and speak to one of
the priests.
Wedding Music Selections
Contact the Director of Music at
lmaffiola@mostholyredeemer.org

Funeral Liturgy Information
Please visit the MHR parish website mostholyredeemer.org scroll down
to the “Funerals” box to find the funeral guidelines, readings, music
selections, and order of liturgy.
Reconciliation
Saturday at 3:30 p.m.

Youth Minister
Kim Madonia
708.275.8922
Business Manager
Rosemary Dempsey
x 204

DO YOU USE ELECTRONIC
CONTRIBUTIONS?
To set up electronic contributions visit
www.givecentral.org. In the search box, enter Most Holy Redeemer.
Select View All to see the different ways to support our parish. When
you are ready, click on My Gift Basket to either Log In or Sign Up.

MISSION STATEMENT
We, the family of Most Holy Redeemer Parish, commit ourselves to enriching our relationship with God by following the
teachings of Jesus Christ. With the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we continue to build the Kingdom of God in our midst.
Our vision is to foster the faith of all through prayer, service, education, and ministry.
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
The annual Parish Financial Report for the 2019-2020 fiscal year is included in this week’s bulletin. Normally,
we publish this in October, but we have fallen a little behind this year. Also, we usually make the report
available one weekend, and then I speak about the report at all the Masses the following weekend. Due to our
limited attendance at this time, speaking at all the Masses would reach a very small audience. So, I am writing
my comments about our parish finances this year instead.
First of all, I want to thank everyone who so generously supports our parish financially. Your support always
means a lot, and even more in these days when the COVID-19 pandemic has had an impact on all we do.
While our income has been affected adversely by the pandemic, we are doing better financially at this time
than a lot of parishes. That is due to your continued generosity reflected by those who bring their weekly
offering to church each Sunday, those who mail their donations in, those who drop them through the mail slot
at the rectory, and those who give electronically. We are very grateful for all you do.
The pandemic certainly affected our income last year. We probably would have experienced a drop in our
Sunday offering anyway because we had fewer people attending Mass. But that drop was accelerated by not
being able to celebrate Mass with a congregation for several months. We had to cancel the Carnival. That was
another large portion of income that we were missing. Not being able to have Masses with a congregation and
not being able to have weddings and funerals meant that we did not receive the Mass stipend and stole fee
income we normally would have. When you add it all up, our church income was down over $100,000 from
the previous fiscal year.
Church expenses were up about $18,000. Salaries, insurance costs, and Archdiocesan assessments are going to
increase from year to year. Our income has to increase to keep up. Because of the drop in our income, we
were left with a church operating deficit of $59, 466. Normally, we have a surplus on the church side which
we can use towards offsetting the school’s operating deficit. We were not able to do that last year.
The school operating income was up over $44,000 from the previous year. Unfortunately, school expenses
were up a little over $83,000. The school had an operating deficit of $211,973. We did have other income of
$61,565. When you add it all up, between the church and the school, we had an operating deficit of $209,874.
Normally, we would have to take money out of mutual fund to cover the deficit. Had we done that this past
year, it would have pretty much wiped out our mutual fund. We would then have to look into possibly
liquidating the school endowment fund. Fortunately, one benefit of the COVID-19 pandemic was the
opportunity to apply for a PPP loan. We received a PPP loan of $438,700. The loan was forgiven in
November, so we don’t have to repay any of it. This does not appear in the report because it took place in the
current fiscal year and the report is for the prior year. The PPP loan covered our parish and school operating
deficit, so we did not have to take money out of our savings. PPP loans are again available, and we will be
applying for another one.
While receiving the PPP loan was certainly good for us, the bad news is that we aren’t taking care of our
financial obligations ourselves. We can’t depend on getting another PPP loan this time. I doubt they will
continue to be available. We have to do a better job of meeting our parish and school financial obligations
ourselves.

January 24, 2021
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR CONT.
When the Archdiocese looks at the future of a parish, they primarily look at two things. The first is how many
people attend Mass each Sunday. The second is the parish finances. Of the two, Mass attendance is the most
important. The two do go together. The more people you have at Sunday Mass, the better the weekly
collection will be. Even before the pandemic hit, our collections were going down because fewer people were
coming to Mass. We have to change that.
The primary work of a parish is to worship God. It is not to have a school, even though a school is a great
blessing. It is not to provide religious education, or social functions to attend, or organizations to belong to, or
even to care for the poor and less fortunate. The primary work of a parish is to worship God. Everything we do
– our school and religious education program, our parish organizations and ministries, our social functions,
and our outreach to the poor and less fortunate – flows from our worship of God. That has to become a priority
for us. If the worship of God does not matter, then we don’t need a parish. If we don’t have a parish, then we
don’t have a school, or a religious education program, or parish organizations and clubs, or an athletics
program, or social functions. I know you don’t like to hear that. I don’t like to say it. But it’s the truth. Our
primary work as a parish is to worship God. If we aren’t going to make that our primary work, we leave the
door open for the Archdiocese to ask if we need a parish here. We have seen some parishes close and others
consolidate as part of the Renew My Church initiative. We have not started that process yet, but we will, most
likely later this year. Our attendance numbers will be part of the discussion. We need to improve them. I know
that with the pandemic, there isn’t an obligation to attend Mass on Sunday right now. The pandemic will end
at some point though. We need to make attending Mass every Sunday a priority when it does.
The second thing we have to do is make sure our parish finances keep pace with expenses. We have been very
fortunate that even with fewer people attending Mass each week we have been able to keep up with our
financial obligations. Those who support our parish do so very generously. We just need more people
generously supporting our parish. I have said this before, but I think it’s worth mentioning again. We have
1,700 registered families in the parish. Our bulletin lists a weekly collection budget figure of $12,500. If we
received $10 per week from every family in the parish, we would have a weekly surplus of $4,500. Over the
course of a year, that would give us a surplus of over $200,000 on the Sunday collection alone. In most years,
this would be more than enough to offset any operating deficits. Obviously, not everyone is going to give,
which means that those who do give will have to make up for those who don’t. If God has blessed us and we
can give more generously, I hope we will. But the closer we can come to that $10 per week per family
average, the better off we will be.
Again, I want to thank you for your generosity to our parish and your faithfulness in your support. It’s
Inauguration Day as I am writing this. I am reminded of John F. Kennedy’s famous words in his inaugural
address, “Ask not what your country can do for you, ask what you can do for your country.” Maybe we can
change those words a little. Let’s ask ourselves what we can do for our parish of Most Holy Redeemer.
Hopefully, attending Mass each Sunday and supporting our parish financially will be at the top of the list.

Fr. Jim Hyland
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Spiritual Life
ST. VINCENT DEPAUL
MHR St Vincent DePaul’s mission is to assist people living in MHR Parish boundaries in times of need.
If you are having difficulty due to illness, employment changes, caring for a loved one, etc, PLEASE
CONTACT us through the rectory office at 708-425-5354. We can help with utility bills and other housing
expenses, help pay for food, and find additional resources that can offer additional aid. We often get requests
for help too late in the situation to help effectively. The sooner you contact us, the more we can help and find
relevant resources to assist you. If you, or someone you know, needs help we are here for you.
All contact is strictly confidential.

Do you know someone in the military and would
like to add their name to our list? We would be
happy to include their name and pray for them.
Please call the Rectory at 425.5354 ext 203 or email
bulletineditor@mostholyredeemer.org.

PLEASE KEEP OUR SERVICE MEN AND
WOMEN IN YOUR PRAYERS.
Robert Leitelt
Jonathan Edborg
Ryan Carrasquillo
Brian P. Duffy
Charles Cassidy
Michael McRae
Dan Graal
Michael McCartin
John W. Campbell
Andrew Jackson
Donald L. Brady
Meliesa Brooker
Thomas Dwyer
Ronda Verback
Edward Hunt
Christopher Mazurek
Mitchell Moss
Brad Liberio
Patrick Harrington
Michael J. Pedersen
John Koman
Sean Kaufmann

January 24, 2021

Michael Parker
John McDoniel
Kevin Deering
Brendan W. Brown
Christopher Kurtz
Maggie Kealy
Joe Butler
Anthony Boehm
Anton Thauer
Casey Hopkins
Carolyn Roberts
Katie Sammon
Molly Koman
Colleen Kaufmann
Fr. Paul Guzman
Michael Pufunt
Liam Farrell
Jimmy Pufunt
Matthew Olsen
Jonathon Champion
Alex Jones
Emma Geyer
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MASS INTENTIONS

LECTORS FOR JANUARY 23 / 24

Sunday, January 24 ~ 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 The People of Most Holy Redeemer / Dennis
Alexander / Ellsworth and Norma Marbach
11:00 Intentions of Josh / Daniel and Ann Gallagher and
Sons / Laurence Duffin
Monday, January 25
8:30 Souls in Purgatory / Michelle Pawcik / Maureen
Wynne
Tuesday, January 26
8:30 Mary Cerceo
Wednesday, January 27
8:30 Rev. Richard Dempsey
Thursday, January 28
8:30 Rev. Joseph Ruiz
Friday, January 29
8:30 John Bryan
Saturday, January 30
8:30 Jean and Robert Molnar
4:30 pm Susan Brett
Sunday, January 31
8:00 The People of Most Holy Redeemer
11:00 Ann Goodpaster

Saturday, January 23, 2021
4:30 pm - Dan Ward / Tony Gallo

CANTORS FOR JANUARY 23 / 24
Saturday, January 23, 2021
4:30 - Eileen Van Haren
Sunday, January 24, 2021
8:00 - Colleen Klimczak
11:00 - Steve Bell
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Sunday, January 24, 2021
8:00 - Maureen Bradley / Donna Delany
11:00 - Mary Riccio / Leah Ostry

LECTORS FOR JANUARY 30 / 31
Saturday, January 30, 2021
4:30 pm - Craig Miller / Vince Crivellone
Sunday, January 31, 2021
8:00 - Rick Schultz / Terri Schultz
11:00 - Keith Maxwell / Katie Maxwell

Our Finances
WEEKEND COLLECTION

FISCAL YEAR TO DATE

Week of 01 / 17

Offering
Budget
Surplus / (Deficit)

In church and drop off envelopes
Electronic Offering
Total Offering
Budgeted
Amount under / over budget

$5,558
$4,763
$10,321
$12,500
($2,179)

$307,125
$352,500
($45,375)

Your continued support of the parish is critical to our
fiscal health. Please make provisions if you are away
on vacation to continue to make your offering or visit
www.givecentral.org to contribute via check or credit
card. As always, thank you for your generosity.

