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LETTER FROM THE PASTOR
Stewardship is:
Dear Parishioners,

December 2015

As another Christmas Season is upon us, our thoughts turn to the celebration of our Lord’s birth and gathering together with family and friends.
Christmas will be followed shortly by the beginning of a new year. At
the beginning of a new year, our thoughts often turn to the changes we
would like to make in our lives in the coming year. What would we like
to do differently to make our lives better in the new year?
Such thoughts often focus solely on ourselves. We think about what
we would like to change so that our lives will be better. We think about
what we could change to improve things for ourselves. While there is
nothing wrong with that, maybe we could think a little differently this
year. Instead of thinking about what will make the new year better for
us, maybe we could think instead about what will make the new year
better for others.
Making the new year better for others would tie in very well with our
practice of stewardship. When we generously share of our time, talent,
and treasure, giving back in gratitude for all God has blessed us with,
we can make life better for others. We certainly make things better for
the people of our parish when we practice stewardship. We make things
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Fr. Adamich Shares 24 Years of Ministry,
Service with Most Holy Redeemer
During his lifetime, nine popes have
led the Church. As a priest, he has
served seven of them. He shook
hands with one of them – John XXIII
in 1961 in Rome – and saw John Paul
II when he visited Chicago.

phrosa before returning to Mother of
God Parish in 1971 where he stayed
for 20 years as pastor until the parish
was consolidated with another in 1991.
With only a year before his retirement,

Since his ordination on May 8,
1948, he has also served under
five cardinals and one archbishop of Chicago and four of Most
Holy Redeemer’s seven pastors.
Father Albert Adamich arrived at
MHR on July 1, 1991, planning
to spend one year here. In the
24 years he has served MHR
first as Associate Pastor, and
then as Retired Resident, he
has become an integral part of
the parish community.
In 1922, he was born in Joliet—
the seventh of ten children. Three
brothers and three sisters were
older, three brothers younger. As
a high school student, he attended Quigley Prepatory Seminary.
Five days a week, he boarded a bus
in Joliet which dropped him at the Chicago Theatre – he walked the rest of
the way to Chestnut and Rush. Two of
his sisters also chose the religious life,
professing vows as Franciscan sisters.
After his ordination by Cardinal Stritch,
his first assignment was at Mother
of God Parish in Waukegan. He remained there for 18 years until, as he
tells it, Cardinal Cody arrived in Chicago and transferred scores of priests
who had served in parishes for more
than five years. He served at St. Hubert in Hoffman Estates and St. Sym-

MHR’s pastor Father William Devine,
his classmate, invited Father Adamich to come here as Associate Pastor
so he’d be closer to two of his sisters,
Franciscans stationed at Mount Assisi.
He arrived in July, planning to live here
only a short time. He said, “I didn’t
even want to put a nail in the wall or
unpack all my books because I wasn’t
staying long.”
Needless to say, he didn’t leave and
has remained long past retirement
age to assist pastors Father Richard Dempsey, Father Michael Foley
and Father Jim Hyland in serving the

needs of the MHR parish community.
As a retiree, he could have spent all his
time enjoying his favorite leisure activities of golf and reading, but he made
other choices. Among other things,
he celebrates Mass, hears confessions, and visits the sick. He
said he likes to hear confessions
because he’s “met the greatest
people there.” At various times,
he’s assisted in gardening and
even grew tomatoes before the
preschool playground was installed. On snowy days, he’s the
first one out clearing the walks
so early Mass goers can enter
the church. He’s a stewardship
model and example for all of us
in ways to share our time and effort in serving others. Recognizing his contributions, the former
Community Room is now called
Adamich Hall.
In his six decades of priesthood,
much has changed in the world
and in the Church. Father Adamich
feels the most significant changes to
the Church were the results of Vatican
II. Turning the altar around to face the
people, celebrating Mass in English,
and inviting more lay participation in
roles such as lectors and ministers of
communion altered centuries of tradition. Commenting on these changes
and others that followed, Father Adamich reminds us, “Jesus says, ‘God
sees hope for the future.’ We should
do the same.”
By: Jan McAuliffe
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Most Holy Redeemer to Celebrate 75th
Anniversary of founding in 2016
The year of 2016 will mark the
75th year since the founding of
our parish in 1941. From the
old wooden church building that
stood on the site of our current
playground, the faith, hard work,
and determination of many
priests, sisters, and faithful parishioners has been transformed
into our current faith community
of Most Holy Redeemer.
From his place in heaven, Father
Louis Briody would probably marvel at what has become of his wartime efforts to establish a church
and school that today serves 1700
families in the southwest and
northwest quadrants of the Village
of Evergreen Park.
At the time of his transfer from
Saint Kilian and appointment as
pastor here, Father Briody faced
a formidable task. Most of the
roads in the village were mud ruts
among the farms that filled the
area. Ditches, several feet deep
collected rainwater, and travel on
foot was in mud or dust.
However, not lost among the physical obstacles was a strong desire
among the Catholic population for
a parish they could call their own.
Up until 1941, the closest church
for the local residents was Christ
the King across Western Avenue.
With the assistance of the Christ
the King Pastor, Father Patrick
Gleeson, a wooden church building was moved from Queen of All
Saints Parish to serve as a temporary church and school during

the early 1940s. At Mass on Sunday December 7, 1941, Father
Briody announced that Archbishop Samuel Stritch would formally
establish the Parish of the Most
Holy Redeemer. The local Catholic families rejoiced at hearing
the news, only to be shattered
by news, later that afternoon, of
the bombing of Pearl Harbor and
Monday declaration of war delivered by President Roosevelt.
Despite the wartime restrictions
on new construction, Father Briody undertook construction of
a new brick school on the corner of 96th and Millard Avenue.
In September 1942, the school
opened to eager students and
teachers.
Since those early days, the parish
forged on from a temporary rectory in a home at 9625 Millard to
building an addition to the school,
outfitting of the Parish Hall (now

Briody Hall) to serve as a church,
to a convent for the Sisters of the
Holy Cross, and eventually to a
new and larger church building at
96th and Lawndale, dedicated in
the fall of 1961. Throughout all of
these accomplishments, the faith
and stewardship of the many parishioners, living and deceased,
grew and sustained our parish.
To celebrate and honor the many
years of Most Holy Redeemer, an
Anniversary Committee is busy
planning many events that will
take place throughout the year of
2016. Plan to join with your friends
and fellow parishioners as we
‘kickoff’ the anniversary year with
a New Year’s Eve Mass followed
by a festive party in Briody Hall.
As our former pastor, Father Peter
Franzen once remarked, “Years
from now, you can say you were
there!”
By: Steve Ligda

Most Holy Redeemer

75th anniversary
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Parish ministry feeds the hungry
On the September day I interviewed parishioner Kathy Daniels about her involvement with the Su Casa ministry here
at MHR, our Pope Francis was meeting with the homeless
in Washington, D.C. So it was very moving to hear about
how our own parishioners help the homeless through their
efforts with Su Casa at 51st and Laflin in Chicago’s Back Of
The Yards Neighborhood (www.SuCasaCW.org).
Su Casa was founded in the 1990s, with a mission to offer
transitional housing programs for the homeless. A natural
growth for the program was to open a soup kitchen, Frieda’s Place, in 1993. Meals were and are still served to 80120 people every Sunday by local parishes, including our
parish on the fourth Sunday of the month.
On that Sunday morning every month, a small group of
MHR families gathers together in the Convent Community
Room for two hours and assembles 300 sandwiches to put
together 150 sack lunches for the families served by Su
Casa. Each sack lunch contains two sandwiches plus juice
boxes, granola bars and fruit, so each recipient will have
food for more than just one meal.
Our parishioners drop off the lunches, and the Frieda’s
Place staff distributes the lunches. Kathy said there is often
a line of people waiting for the food. These recipients may
look rough, homeless, or very poor, but “it’s very powerful”,
Kathy says, “to see how happy the people are for the food,
and how we can make a positive impact with our actions”.

This is a ministry in which individuals and families can participate, making a real and positive impact on people’s lives.
Most Holy Redeemer’s response and support for this program is amazing, through funds, space and people-power!
Kathy says, “Making 300 sandwiches is a huge task but
with such hardworking and efficient volunteers, the lunches are prepared as if a well-oiled machine was doing the
work. All volunteers leave feeling good about what they’ve
accomplished, so good that since word got out, additional
volunteers have been placed on a waiting list in order to be
a Su Casa volunteer.” However, there are more ways than
lunch-making to get involved. There is always a need for
•	money or Sam’s Club gift cards for
purchasing supplies;
•	prayers or notes to the recipients
•	clean clothing, as there is a table with
clothes laid out every Sunday in case a
family needs items.
If you have question about how to get involved here at MHR
or with the Su Casa programs, please email Kathy Daniels
at iamforkidz@aol.com.
By: Colleen Klimczak
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Advent: Exercising Good Stewardship
of Our Spiritual Lives
When you say the word “Advent,” what
immediately pops into mind? A feast
of color, a traditional manger scene
bathed in soft candlelight, glistening
snowflakes falling on festive trees, a
yearning for the One who is to come.
But sometimes, the season brings other images: crowded stores, treats that
tempt us to too many calories, limitless
to-do and to-buy lists. Yet in the back
of our minds, we hear the call to conversion. Christ is calling us to be good
stewards of all that we have and all
that we are. How can we keep Advent
in such a way that it is a time to focus
on the fundamentals of stewardship;
of spiritual growth and preparation for
the coming of Jesus Christ? Here are
a few suggestions, not meant to be
another to-do list, but rather a way to
remind ourselves daily of our call to
prepare a way for the Lord in our lives.

• Begin the season with a list to prioritize what you really want spiritually,
and in relation to friends and family,
from Advent. Discard all the “extras”
and the fantasy of the perfect Hallmark
Christmas. List clear goals that bring
growth and peace and quality time.

• Go to the Sacrament of Reconciliation. This will encourage you to reflect
on your life, your gifts and where you
fail to utilize them for the good of others. It’s a beautiful preparation for the
coming of Jesus and the beginning of
a new year.

• Take time to read the daily readings
each day of Advent. The beautiful
words of Isaiah are guaranteed to inspire, and the commitment will guarantee you a bit of quiet and reflective
time.

• Pray for patience. As you drive over
icy streets or navigate through a crowded store, take time to pray for those
around you and for those who struggle
with much less. Become aware of people around you and lift them in prayer
rather than see them as obstacles to
your goals.

• Do you send Christmas cards? Even
if they are the standard signature only
or newsletter variety, try to personalize one a day, writing a nice note to an
elderly relative or a friend you haven’t
seen in a long time.

• In the midst of a season of abundance, do not forget the poor in your
community.

From catholicstewardship.com: December 2014
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A STEWARDSHIP PRAYER for December
Lord,
As we journey through this Advent season,
give us the wisdom to be good stewards
of this time of grace, a time to be more prayerful,
to listen more intently to Your Word;
a time to allow our faith to grow and mature.
Show us how to give witness
to your Good News more fervently
among our families, friends
and those with whom we worship.
Help us be more aware
of those who are poor, lonely or suffering;
and to serve them
as if we were serving You.
And fill our hearts with hope,
so that we may make straight Your path
with confidence and zeal,
and prepare for the joy of Your coming!
We pray this in Jesus’ name.
Amen
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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Date

December 6th

Event

December 13th
December 20th
December 21st

Sacred Concert
Feast of the Immaculate
Conception
Family Mass
City Lights Orchestra Concert
Parish Reconciliation

December 24th

Christmas Eve

December 25th

Christmas Day

December 31st
January 1st
January 31st
February 7th

75th Anniversary Kick Off
Feast of the Solemnity of Mary
Catholic Schools Mass
Family Mass

February 10th

Ash Wednesday

December 8th

Time

7:00 p.m.
Mass at 7:30 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
Masses at 4:00, 6:00
& 10:00 p.m.
Masses at 8:00, 9:30,
& 11:00 a.m.
8:00 p.m.
Masses at 9:30 & 11:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
Masses at 6:30 & 8:30 a.m. & 7:30
p.m. Prayer Service at 3:30 p.m.

ELECTRONIC COPY
If you would like to receive an electronic copy of
the Parish Newsletter instead of a print
copy, please send an email to
ltrasko@mostholyredeemer.org

VOLUNTEERS
Managing Editor: Jan McAulliffe
Contributing Writers: Steve Ligda &
Colleen Klimczak
Design: Ellie Menke

Writers wanted
Do you like to write?
We’d like a few more volunteer writers willing to write
articles each issue. If you are interested,
consider signing up for the Newsletter Committee by
letting the rectory know.
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better for others when we share our gifts with our families, our friends. and neighbors. We make things better for people
beyond our parish when we share the gifts God has given us with the people we work with, the members of our community, and those who are in need. When we seek to make the lives of other people better through our practice of stewardship, our lives will be better too. We will be more aware of all that God is doing in our lives and all God has blessed
us with. We will become more generous and compassionate as well.
I hope the coming Christmas Season will be a blessed time for you and those you love. If you’re looking to change something in the new year, don’t just think about what will make your life better. Think about what will make the lives of other
people better. Think how you can do this through a greater practice of stewardship. By generously giving back from the
blessings God has given us, we will not only make the lives of other people better; our lives will improve as well.
In Christ,

Fr. Jim Hyland, Pastor
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