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Dear Parishioners, 

The Christmas Season is upon us. This is often characterized as “a time for 
giving,” and it certainly is. There will be many requests made to us to share 
with others at this time, whether it’s to give a needy family Christmas gifts, or 
to provide for our servicemen and women and their families, or to make year-
end gifts to various charities. We are called upon at this time of year to share 
of our resources with others. The sharing of our treasure is an essential part 
of stewardship.

But this is also a time of the year when it is very important to give of our time. 
We have been stressing this year just how important the time we give to God 
in prayer is to the practice of stewardship. It is in prayer that we come to know 
God’s generosity to us. It is in prayer that we hear God calling us to give back 
generously. It is in prayer that we hear God let us know how we are to give 
back – maybe by continuing what we have been doing, maybe by going in a 
new direction.

With all the rushing around we will be doing over the next month, it can be dif-
ficult to find time to give to God in prayer. I hope we will all make the effort to 
make sure we do find that time to give to God. We are preparing to celebrate 
the birth of Jesus. We are remembering that God’s greatest gift to us was the 
gift of His own Son. Jesus came to reveal God to us. Jesus came to show us 
the way we are to live. He brings us the truth about God, ourselves, and the 
purpose of our lives. He brings us new life, now and for all eternity. When we 
think about the enormity of what God has done and the overwhelming love re-
vealed to us in the gift of His Son, we can’t help but be moved to want to give 
something back in return. But it’s hard to realize that without giving that time 
in prayer.

continued on back cover
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Klimczaks  Named  Christfideles
Award  Recipients

Greg and Colleen Klimczak, 20 year residents of MHR, 
were honored on October 26 by Cardinal Francis George 
as our parish’s recipients of the Christifideles Award.  The 
award is given annually to Catholic lay people who have, 
“by participating in their parish demonstrated the personal 
and ministerial renewal called for by the papal exhortation 
Christifideles Laici.”  Colleen, Greg and members of their 
family joined recipients from parishes throughout the arch-
diocese as they were recognized for accepting “the voca-
tion of responsibility for the Church’s life springing from the 
gift and mission of their Bap-
tism.”   Colleen said she and 
Greg were surprised, honored 
and humbled to be chosen for 
the award since “there are so 
many worthy individuals and 
couples, so many great people 
doing great things at our par-
ish.”   Greg commented that 
the ceremony at the Cathedral 
was a moving experience “in 
the midst of so many dedicated 
Catholics knowing that every-
one was united in our service 
to our parishes.”  The ceremo-
ny was especially meaningful  
to both of them since it will be 
the last one presided over by Cardinal George as he com-
pletes his years of public service to the Archdiocese.

Greg and Colleen began their commitment to ministry at 
the University of Dayton.  Greg acted as an altar server for 
campus Masses, a Eucharistic minister and a member of 
a Mass Choir; Colleen was a member of the same Mass 
Choir.  When they moved to Evergreen Park, they both 
served as Eucharistic Ministers  Today, the couple heads 
the Baptismal Preparation Ministry; in addition, Colleen is 
a member of the Folk Group, a Cantor, a member of the 
Religious Ed Advisory Board and  a writer for the Steward-
ship newsletter.  

Asked about why they are involved in ministry/steward-
ship, Colleen cited Luke 12:48, “From everyone who has 
been given much, much will be demanded, and from the 

one who has been entrusted with more, much more will 
be asked.”  She added, “ …if God granted us these gifts 
it is up to us to use them.”   They also pointed out that 
they both enjoy their ministries  even though they found it 
difficult when their children were younger to make time for 
all the meetings in addition to work and other responsibili-
ties.  Now seeing how their sons, Andrew, a junior in high 
school; Daniel, a freshman; and John a fifth grader are en-
gaged in their faith, they have another reason to think that 
making time for ministry was worthwhile.   

Asked about their “favorite 
ministries,” each of them had 
different opinions.  Greg pre-
fers the Baptismal prepara-
tion because “it’s interesting to 
meet young couples who are 
new to the parish and are start-
ing their own families.”  On the 
other hand, Colleen says that 
even though it’s hard to pick 
a favorite, she thinks she en-
joys the cantering and being a 
member of the Folk Group the 
most; it is, of course, the task 
she performs most frequently.  
She tells us that isn’t the only 

reason for her preference.  She feels, “… being part of 
the Mass really helps me to be engaged in the Mass.  I 
listen more closely; I appreciate the ritual of each Mass 
and the seasons of the liturgical year.”  Currently, Greg and 
Colleen’s sons are participating in ministry as altar servers 
and choir members too.  Colleen is gratified because they 
too are learning that “serving or singing for Mass makes it 
more meaningful.”

   Congratulations to Greg and Colleen on their award; they 
are certainly deserving recipients and excellent examples 
of Stewardship in action. Perhaps, we can learn from their 
example that stewardship is not only possible but also that 
it can enrich our lives even in the midst of raising children, 
working and fulfilling other responsibilities.  

By:  Jan McAuliffe
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Did you know?  We have a Young Adult Ministry here at 
Most Holy Redeemer.
 
I didn’t know, until I was asked to write this article.  But I 
had the pleasure of talking with Kim Madonia, Director of 
Youth and Young Adult Ministry at MHR and SJF, and she 
had a lot to share about the ministry. 
 
For the last ten years, our parish has offered Youth Minis-
try, a vibrant and active ministry for high school students 
in MHR and St. John Fisher parishes.  They have regular 
“drop-in” nights for the teens, service projects, activities 
and adventures, and retreat opportunities. 
 
In addition, we have offered a Young 
Adult Ministry for young adults after 
college. However, we were missing our 
young adults while they were in college. 
Kim and other youth ministers noticed 
that the young adults needed ministry 
during those four years, too!  Now, the 
Young Adult Ministry begins after high 
school.
 
The needs of our young adults are definitely different than 
the needs of our Youth Ministry.  Our young adults may 
attend colleges or universities with ministry opportunities, 
but they also want to stay connected to our community.  
They need to know that even when they are away from 
home, they are still being thought of, prayed for, and con-
sidered part of this ministry.   Youth and Young Adult Min-
istry provides community, support, an extension of family 
and the exploration of faith.  These gifts are important to all 
participants, but the YA ministry is the bridge, maintaining 
connections while the participants pursue their education, 
since the college students may need these gifts more than 
ever!
 
Geographical distance and busy schedule require some 
creative solutions to include these college students!  Kim 
extends invitations to all the ministry participants, regard-

less of where they are right now, through social media.  As 
a result,  the college students have been Skyped or Face-
Timed into weekly Drop-In nights on mobile devices like 
IPads and smart phones.
 
When these young adults come home after graduation, 
they have grown and changed, and they want something 
from their faith that has grown and changed, too.  These 
young adults may be pursuing advanced degrees or start-
ing new jobs.  They may face life decisions, like moving 
home or moving out.  The need for faith during this transi-
tional time is strong.  Kim describes Young Adult Ministry 
as a One on One ministry, a series of small conversations 

bringing faith to a very personal level.  
In addition to these individual and small 
group discussions, Kim tries to offer re-
sources such as mini retreat apps or 
websites to help the busy young adults 
continually build and practice their faith.
 
The Young Adult Ministry also provides 
participants opportunities to share their 
faith with our parish community.  Last 

summer, a number of our young adults participated in a 
retreat, reviewing their spiritual gift inventory to help them 
determine what they can offer their parish community.  
Participants are encouraged to step forward and lead other 
youth and young adults in their faith.  One of the best ways 
our young adults can serve our youth is not  just showing 
up at drop-ins but also assisting with retreats and activities.
 
Our parish community will only benefit from the ministry of 
our youth and young adults! This phenomenon of Young 
Adult Ministry is not occurring just here in Evergreen Park.  
The Archdiocese recently restructured the Young Adult 
Ministry Office, and this is a local, national and internation-
al conversation.  It is right to say that this program is still 
evolving, here and elsewhere, much like the young adult 
participants are still evolving into their adult selves.

By: Colleen Klimczak

YOUNG  ADULT  MINISTRY  AT MHR  
AND  BEYOND

They need to know that 
even  when  they are  away 
from  home, they are still 
being thought of, prayed 
for, and considered part 

of  this  ministry.



PAGE  4

to highlight the many activities that are available in the 
parish. (Editor’s note:  this is the purpose of this news-
letter).  You can become actively involved in community 
service as a parish group or as an individual . . .working 
at a homeless shelter, Crop Walk, etc. In your family, you 
may want to look at your life style, at your accumulation of 
“things”, and at the time you spend with your family and 
for other people. This could mean taking an inventory of 
all of the “stuff” each member of your family possesses. It 
could mean taking your personal calendars and looking at 
where your time is being spent. Or, it could be as simple 
as going through your checkbook and seeing where your 
money goes. Someone once asked the question: “If some-
one found your lost checkbook, could they tell whether or 
not you were a Christian?”  Doing one or all of these things 
could lead to some hard questions. The answers to which 
could lead us to truly become better stewards of the gifts 
we have been given.

Question: How important is it for children to be taught 
about stewardship of time, talent and treasure?

Answer: It is very important and the earlier we can begin 
teaching them, the better. We teach children while they are 
very young about Jesus, about prayer and about love. We 
take them to church every week. We help them understand 
the difference between their “needs” and their “wants.” 
These are all important parts of the Christian life. Giving of 
ourselves is also an important a part of our Christian life, 
and we need to start teaching children the meaning of giv-
ing while they are young. Parents are encouraged to take a 
child along with them when they visit shut-ins or people in 
nursing homes. Religious education programs and youth 
groups are providing opportunities for their children to mail 
cards to sick parishioners or make food baskets for the 
poor. Many parishes now have stewardship commitment 
forms for children and youth as a part of the annual stew-
ardship renewal.

This issue, we continue the Q and A format we’ve used 
in the last two issues of the Stewardship Newsletter.  For 
more information, go to the website www.catholicsteward-
ship.com.  Most of this information comes from the Dio-
cese of Rochester.

Question: What portion of my time, talent and treasure 
should I give?

Answer: Giving of our time, talent and treasure mainly in-
volves a change of attitude about giving. It’s important to 
think in terms of giving in gratitude to God, of considering 
how blessed you are, of using your gifts and talents for 
the good of others. Once you have this change of attitude, 
you will be able to more readily determine, through prayer 
and planning, the portion of your time, talent and treasure 
that you will give. In the area of time and talent, many in-
dividuals commit a certain number of hours each week 
to prayer and charitable activities. That prayer can be by 
yourself, with your family or with others. Those charitable 
activities can include working in your parish, with various 
community agencies or with an individual in need. In the 
area of treasure, some Christians choose the Biblical norm 
of giving 10 percent of their treasure. Some, because of 
circumstances, give more than that. Others might start at 
two, three or four percent.

When you are at peace about the size of your gift, when 
you do not find yourself making excuses for its size, when 
you know in your heart that you have been completely hon-
est with God and yourself, then your gift is the proper size.

Question: How can we make our fellow parishioners and 
our families more aware of Stewardship?

Answer: In your parish you can use the church bulle-
tin and parish newsletter, if you have one, to publish the 
stewardship thoughts, questions and answers, and sto-
ries about good stewards. You can use the same means 

STEWARDSHIP  EDUCATION
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Several years after receiving First 
Communion, young Catholics receive 
the sacrament of Confirmation.  Con-
firmation is best described as “the 
anointing of the person being con-
firmed with chrism (an aromatic oil that 
has been consecrated by a bishop), 
accompanied by the words “Be sealed 
with the Gift of the Holy Spirit”.  This 
seal is a consecration, representing 
the safeguarding by the Holy Spirit of 
the graces conferred on the Christian 
at Baptism.”  (adapted from:  http://ca-
tholicism.about.com/od/beliefsteach-
ings/p/Confirmation.htm).  

I remember the day I was confirmed.   
My mother stood next to me as my 
sponsor,  and I was so excited to be-
come an “adult” in the Catholic Faith.  
At least that’s the part I remember 
most.  Finally, someone was recog-
nizing me as an adult!  I was all of 
14 years old and in eighth grade, far 
from being an adult.  Reflecting back 
on that day now, I can say that I do 
feel that I was introduced to the gifts 

CONFIRMATION:  Turning  into  
adults  in  the  faith

of the Holy Spirit within me from that 
day forward.  I began babysitting that 
year for people outside of my family, 
and thus began my lifelong love for 
children and passion for supporting 
their learning.  This is truly one of the 
gifts given to me from Heaven above.   
The idea that this sacrament can unite 
us more firmly to Christ is affirming 
and comes at a time in the lives of 
young adults in our Church when they 
begin facing difficult decisions in their 
lives.  As children of God, our affini-
ty to Him begins at Baptism,  but is 
strengthened throughout the Three 
Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism, 
Holy Eucharist and Confirmation).  By 
remaining steadfast to Christ and ac-
cepting and allowing our gifts to grow, 
we become closer to God and to living 
our true purpose.

This past year, I had the opportunity to 
be a Confirmation sponsor for one of 
my closest friend’s daughters.  Stand-
ing next to her during this big day was 
another opportunity for me to reflect 

on how grateful I am to share my love 
for God, the life He has given me and 
all of the gifts He has bestowed on me.  
Sharing all of this this with a young 
adult entering her own personal jour-
ney of faith is an exceptional gift.

During my years as a Catholic I have 
had my ups and downs with our 
Church.  Most of my “downs” come 
from the interactions I have with peo-
ple and the way in which they interpret 
the teachings of Christ and the Bible.  
Throughout all of these trials, my faith 
in God has never wavered and my 
strength in knowing that He loves all 
of us is probably the greatest gift the 
Holy Spirit has given me.  For that, I 
am eternally grateful, for I know that is 
what helps me to be the kindest and 
truest version of myself every day.  
God Bless the young people of Most 
Holy Redeemer as they begin the next 
phase of their journey in faith.    

By:  Lisa Downey

If you would like to receive an electronic copy of 
the Parish Newsletter instead of a print 

copy, please send an email to 
ltrasko@mostholyredeemer.org

ELECTRONIC  COPY
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As the hours of sunlight grow shorter, leaves fall from the 
trees and days turn colder, Christians celebrate the Sea-
son of Advent: four weeks of waiting, of stillness, of reflec-
tion, and of expectation.  This year, on Sunday, November 
23rd, we celebrate the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
King  of the Universe, the last day of the Church Year. The 
following Sunday, November 30th,  Advent begins, which 
calls us to wait for something very important in these cold 
and darkest days of the year.

I still recall the little box printed on the front page of my 
hometown newspaper that counted down the shopping 
days until Christmas.  To my child’s mind, they never count-
ed down fast enough.  Now, as an adult, those days  come 
and go all too quickly.  It seems as though we bring out the 
decorations for the Christmas season and then pack them 
away all too quickly.

But, why all the preparation and what are we waiting for?  
Children, and even some adults, anticipate the exchang-
ing of gifts as though this is the ‘high-point’ of the season.  
More than a few adults ponder and finally succumb to the 
task of shopping, hoping what they select will please the 

family member or friend who receives the gift. However, 
Advent is much more than decorating, shopping, and gath-
ering with friends and family.  It is about longing and desire, 
not for material gifts, but rather  longing and desire for the 
celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ and the realization that 
His coming signifies the start (advent) of God’s kingdom 
on earth.

In the Gospels proclaimed during Advent, we will hear the 
cry of John the Baptist to “prepare the way of the Lord.”  
Whether we eagerly await, or passively ignore what is 
about to take place, it is going to happen: The Lord is going 
to come and enter our lives.

His coming will be God’s gift to us.  What we make of His 
coming is up to us.  If we are good and faithful stewards, 
we will respond with gratitude in our hearts and spread 
the Good News of Christ’s birth to all we meet, not just at 
Christmas, but throughout the year.  It will be the hallmark 
of our making Stewardship our way of life!

By:  Steve Ligda

WHY  ADVENT?

Stewardship  prayer  for  december
Come Lord Jesus!
 Make us good stewards of Advent.  Strengthen our faith; calm our fears.

Come Lord Jesus!
 We hear John the Baptist’s cry. Open our hearts. Give us the humility to repent.

Come, Lord Jesus!
 Let us walk in your light! Show us how we prepare your way; and make straight your paths.

Come, Lord Jesus!
 We give you thanks and praise, for the shining star and angelic host, for Mary and Joseph, 
good stewards, both.

Come, Lord Jesus!
 We rejoice and are glad! For the Good News you bring and God’s glory you revealed. 

Come, Lord Jesus!

Amen!
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LITURGICAL  SCHEDULE  OF  EVENTS
Date Event Time

December 7th Sacred Concert 7:00 p.m.

December 8th Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception Mass at 7:30 p.m.

December 9th School Christmas Show 7:00 p.m.
December 14th Family Mass 9:30 a.m.
December 16th St. Michael League Mass 6:00 p.m.
December 16th Parish Reconciliation 7:30 p.m.
December 21st City Lights Orchestra Concert 7:00 p.m.

December 24th Christmas Eve Masses at 4:00, 6:00 
& 10:00 p.m.

December 25th Christmas Day Masses at 8:00, 9:30, 
& 11:00 a.m.

December 31st Vigil of the Solemnity of Mary 4:30 p.m.
January 1st Feast of the Solemnity of Mary Masses at 9:30 & 11:00 a.m.

January 18th Catholic Schools Mass 9:30 a.m.
January 20th St. Michael League Mass 6:00 p.m.
January 22nd Right to Life Prayer Service 9:00 a.m.
February 8th Family Mass 9:30 a.m.

February 17th St. Michael League Mass 6:00 p.m.

February 18th Ash Wednesday Masses at 6:30 & 8:30 a.m. & 7:30 
p.m. Prayer Service at 3:30 p.m.

February 21st Anointing Mass 8:30 a.m.
February 22nd Confirmation Mass 1:00 p.m.

Managing Editor: Jan McAulliffe
Contributing Writers: Colleen Klimczak, Lisa 

Downey, and Steve Ligda
Design: Ellie Menke

NEWSLETTER  VOLUNTEERS
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I’m sure we will be making lists this Christmas season. There will be shopping lists, to do lists, maybe even a naughty 
and nice list. I hope that one item we will try to include on every list we make is to give our time to God in prayer. We 
should do that all the time, but especially at this time of year. By taking the time to ponder and pray over the great gift 
that God gave to us on the first Christmas and that we are given each and every day, we will be moved to be better 
stewards, giving back generously in gratitude for all that God has given to us. 

On behalf of myself, Fr. Matt, Fr. Adamich, Fr. Hardy, Fr. Dempsey, Fr. Schouten, Deacon Mark Phelan, Deacon Larry 
Antonsen, the parish staff, and all the members of the Stewardship Committee, we wish all of you a happy and holy 
Christmas and a New Year filled with God’s blessings!

In Christ,

Fr. Jim Hyland, Pastor

 


