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Letter From The Pastor

STEWARDSHIP IS:

Dear Parishioners,
Stewardship emphasizes the sharing of our time, talent, and treasure in
gratitude for all God has blessed us with. The emphasis on sharing our
time, talent, and treasure can lead us to think that practicing stewardship
means we are always doing something. We think that we always have to
be engaged in ministry or be sharing our treasure in some way or we aren’t practicing stewardship. Yet being good stewards also means there are
times when it’s very important to do nothing.
If stewardship is a response to God’s goodness to us, we must first spend
some time recognizing God’s goodness to us. Once we recognize God’s
goodness, we must also spend some time listening for the way, or ways, in
which God is calling us to respond.
This is where the value of doing nothing comes in. One of the reasons people often give for not spending time with God in prayer or going to Mass or
engaging in other spiritual activities is that they just don’t have time. They
are too busy doing other things and are engaged in so many activities that
they just don’t have time to spend with God in prayer. Yet spending time with
God in prayer is the time commitment we make in stewardship. Spending
time with God in prayer is essential if we are to be good stewards. We have
to spend time with God in prayer in order to know what God is calling us to
do: whether to do more or less, to continue with what we have been doing
or move in a new direction.
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The grateful response of
a Christian disciple who
recognizes and receives
God’s gifts and shares
these gifts in love of God
and neighbor.

Catholic Diocese of
Wichita website
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How To Put Faith Into Action At Every Age
The Easter season is special for so many reasons,
but I especially love the daily scriptures pulled from the
Acts of the Apostles. The
stories of regular people empowered by the Holy Spirit to
do extraordinary things are
so inspiring. The apostles
accomplish amazing acts.
They witness to the teachings of Jesus, preach in the synagogues, face down the Sanhedrin, convert and baptize
believers to Christ, speak in tongues, even perform miracles.
And yet, the Apostles were human and flawed, like us.
They were perceived as “uneducated, ordinary men” (Acts
3:13). The Apostles and early Christians lived with great
challenges and triumphs. These ordinary people were
called to act, with the example set by Jesus and the power
of the Holy Spirit. And 2000 years later, we are proof of the
effect their actions had on the world.
In every stage of our life, we are all called to act like Jesus.
Children, teenagers, young adults, adults. Not all of us are
called to make the commitment the apostles made, but we
are all called to put our faith into action. But how? How do
we find our way in ministry? How do we know what God is
calling us to do?
To explore the “How Do We Know?” question, I recently
asked Fr. Matthew Nemchausky, associate at Holy Redeemer, about how he came to discern his commitment to
Jesus through priesthood.
“One aspect of my discernment process was that it is
on-going. I didn’t wake up one morning and decide to be a
priest… It was a constant stack of Yes’s. I think that’s true
for all vocations. ”
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Fr. Matt added, “One good question to ask surrounds our
ability to do what we are called to do. If I’m discerning
being a priest, can I live as a priest? Or if I am discerning
being married, can I live as a husband or a wife? God
gives us the everyday tools of our vocation. Maybe you
can see yourself as a father, but don’t know what to do if
the baby won’t sleep. Perhaps when I started, I could see
myself as a priest, but I didn’t know how I could say Mass
or talk to the people. God helps us. Discernment is about
letting God into your life in every aspect. ”
He continued, “Another good question is “How best can I
serve God for the rest of my life?”. And for that question,
Prayer is most important when trying to find where God is
calling you.”
He also pointed out, “The final aspect of discernment is to
not rule out any calling until you think and pray about that
calling. God calls each of us in different ways, but we need
to listen for that whisper so that we can respond. I like to
think of the calling to a vocation like your favorite song or
movie; you can recognize that sound with only a few notes
or the movie with just one line. Discernment is looking
at those moments or notes and recognizing God’s calling
though them.”
Regardless of our age, we are all called to put our faith into
action. Fr. Matt encourages us to on-going discernment,
consideration and listening by trusting God to help us in
every aspect of our life. As we learn about the Acts of
the Apostles this Easter season and beyond, listen for that
whisper, that voice of God calling you to act, too.
By: Colleen Klimczak

Helping Our Children Stay in Touch
with God Over the Summer
Every year, Most Holy Redeemer’s School of Religious
Education sponsors a Vacation Bible School (VBS) for
children ages 5 - 10. It is a week long, half day, fun way
for children to experience God’s word through activities.
This year’s theme is “Wilderness Escape” and will take
place from 9:00 – 12:00 during the week of June 23 – 27.
Typically, there are activities centered on snacks, games,
drama, song and arts and crafts. Children learn about a
Bible verse each day and think about how it pertains to
their lives.

objects, crowns, sailor hats, t-shirts, and many other exciting things. I’ve swept up more sticker backs than I can
count. I’ve helped children read directions and write their
prayers of thanks in little journals held by their tiny hands.
I’ve counted and recounted craft kits and stayed up late at
night pre-assembling materials for the next day’s activity.
Stewardship is all about giving. Giving to our children in
this very special way has been one of the great joys in
my life. I won’t lie, by Friday of VBS week I’m ready for a
LONG nap and a COLD beverage, but the week is worth it.

I’ve volunteered to co-lead the arts and crafts activities for
the past three years. As a steward of the church, I really
believe there is no better way to give of my time and talent
than working with our children. I have an early childhood
education background and have taught preschool and
teachers for early childhood for over 25 years. Children
really are our future, and you can see and feel their learning in everything they say and do. In terms of my own
relationship with God, I feel that the gift of my own children
and being able to teach children is the greatest gift He has
given me. It was a natural “yes” for me to volunteer for
VBS the first year my children signed up.

Helping the future of our church and our community understand how God is working through us and in us every day
is an amazing job to have. Helping children understand
how God loves each and every one of us in this wonderful world is a true blessing. Giving of my time and talent
through VBS has been worth every moment. I’m sad that
I won’t be volunteering this year. My children have outgrown the week, and I’m working full time again. It’s time
for other volunteers to have a turn sharing in the excitement of God’s love with our children. I’ll always cherish the
memories I have of so many little ones passing through my
craft area.

Every day of VBS week is an exhilarating ride! Typically,
the children move in small groups through the activities
(spread out around the MHR campus). Whenever the
groups come to the arts and craft table, their eyes betray
their excitement about the day’s activity. Over the years
we’ve made craft jewelry, paper planes and other flying

If you are interested in sharing of your time and talent
through Vacation Bible School, contact Lori Kennedy, Director of Religious Education.
By: Lisa Downey
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Stewardship Education
The newsletter you are reading is called “Stewardship Newsletter.” The newsletter is published four times each year
by parish volunteers to illustrate examples of stewardship through the work of individuals and organizations in the
parish. Often we also write about events that exemplify the spirit of stewardship. Since the term stewardship encompasses a wide variety of ideas, we are introducing a new feature with this issue – writings from other sources that will
educate us about various aspects of stewardship.
Our initial offering comes from The Diocese of Rochester as found on the website catholicstewardship.com and deals
with some basic concepts. Other questions and answers will be featured in subsequent publications.

Stewardship Q and A
Question: What is Stewardship?
Answer: While a definition certainly cannot explain all there
is to stewardship, it can provide direction for our work in
this important area of the Church. “Stewardship is based
on the spiritual principles of the Old Testament and the
teachings of Jesus; and where it has been implemented,
both givers’ and receivers’ lives have been changed. Stewardship is a way of life, a way of thanking God for all our
blessings by returning a portion of the time, talent and treasure allotted to us. Stewardship engenders a spirituality
that deepens our relationship with the Lord. Stewardship
involves intentional, planned and proportionate giving of
our time, talent and treasure. Stewardship addresses both
individual parishioners as well as parishes themselves.”
Question: Is stewardship only a ploy for raising more money for the Church?
Answer: No, not even close! First, stewardship is based on
the spiritual principles of the Old Testament and the New
Testament. The Bible has dozens of references to stewardship, and Jesus specifically talks about stewardship in
a number of His parables. He made it very clear how he
wanted His followers to live out their Christian life by be-
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coming involved with others and share with them what we
have, not only our treasure, but our time and special talents as well. So, stewardship is based on God’s Word not
on fundraising to meet the needs of the Church. Second,
stewardship is based on the individual’s need to give
thanks not on the Church’s need to receive. Stewardship
is based on the premise that all that we have and all that
we are comes from God and as a way to thank God for all
his blessings, we return a portion of the time, talent and
treasure allotted to us. So, a person’s decision to give of
his or her time, talent and treasure is based on a need to
give thanks. For example, in the area of treasure, a person would give the same amount of money whether their
parish was $200,000 in debt or had $200,000 in savings
because he or she gives in gratitude to God. Third, giving
of time, talent and treasure is not limited to the Church.
Some people will give some of their time and talent as volunteers to community agencies in addition to volunteering
in their parish. Some will give money to other community
organizations in addition to supporting their parish. As you
see, stewardship is certainly not a fundraising gimmick but
a way of life based on spiritual principles.

Stewardship Prayer
Almighty and ever-faithful Lord,
gratefully acknowledging Your mercy
and humbly admitting our need,
we pledge our trust in You and each other.

Think of us in this way,
as servants of Christ
and stewards of

Filled with desire,
we respond to Your call for discipleship
by shaping our lives in imitation of Christ.
We profess that the call requires us
to be stewards of Your gifts.
As stewards, we receive Your gifts gratefully,
cherish and tend them in a responsible manner,
share them in practice and love with others,
and return them with increase to the Lord.

God’s mysteries.

We pledge to our ongoing formation as stewards
and our responsibility to call others to that same endeavor.
Almighty and ever-faithful God,
it is our fervent hope and prayer
that You who have begun this good work in us
will bring it to fulfillment in Jesus Christ,
our Lord.
Amen

1 corinthians 4:1

Electronic Copy:
If you would like to receive an electronic copy of
the Parish Newsletter instead of a print
copy, please send an email to
ltrasko@mostholyredeemer.org
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Think of it as Another Stewardship Opportunity
For over 35 years, our Parish Carnival has provided fun,
excitement, and an opportunity to work hand-in-hand with
fellow parishioners. For many of us, working along side
others has given us a chance to meet and make friends
with others whom we might have never otherwise come
to know.

nival. These hard-working Carnival volunteers are giving
of their time and talents to support Most Holy Redeemer and its needs. Sure, it does not diminish our need to
contribute through the weekly offertory envelope, but for
some, it allows them to support the financial needs of the
parish by their presence and willing hands.

With the work, heat, and humidity, (remember it happens
in mid-June) we could be forgiven if we didn’t think of the
Carnival as an opportunity to ‘Steward’ our Parish and our
Community. However if we were to learn that the ‘profit’
from the Carnival is used to help fulfill our mission of providing a learning, caring, and nurturing environment for our
children, we might see our volunteering in a whole different
light.

This Year, our Parish Carnival will be held on June 11th
through June 15th. If you have even just one evening,
please consider this as an opportunity to do your part to
“Steward’ Most Holy Redeemer for another wonderful year.

Too often, we hold the notion that Stewardship is all about
money. Our Sunday and holyday monetary offerings support our parish, but the work of our hands, whether in a
spiritual ministry, in our Parish School or School of Religion, or tending to the needs of those who are lacking in
basic necessities, are also examples of stewardship. The
same can be said of all who volunteer to ‘work’ at our Car-

If you have not signed-up as a Carnival volunteer during
last Fall’s Commitment Weekend, you can still volunteer
by completing the Volunteer Form in the Sunday Bulletin,
or by calling the Rectory Office (708/425-5354, Ext. 203)
and giving your name and phone number. Don’t miss this
opportunity to combine fun and Stewardship.
By: Steve Ligda

MOST HOLY REDEEMER

CARNIVAL
JUNE 11th-15th, 2014
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Liturgical Schedule of Events
Date

Event

June 1st
June 7th
June 8th
June 11th
June 12th
June 13th
June 14th
June 15th
June 17th
June 23rd
June 24th
June 25th
June 26th
June 27th
July 4th
July 15th

Ascension of the Lord
Anointing Mass
Pentecost Sunday
Parish Carnival
Parish Carnival
Parish Carnival
Parish Carnival
Parish Carnival
St. Michael League Mass
Vacation Bible School
Vacation Bible School
Vacation Bible School
Vacation Bible School
Vacation Bible School
Independence Day
St. Michael League Mass

August 15th

Assumption of Mary

August 19th

St. Michael League Mass

Time

Celebrated at all Masses
8:30 a.m.
Celebrated at all Masses
6-10:00 p.m.
6-10:00 p.m.
6-11:00 p.m.
4-11:00 p.m.
3-10:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
9:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
9:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
9:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
9:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
9:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m. Mass Only
6:00 p.m.
Masses at 6:30 a.m. 8:30 a.m.
and 7:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Newsletter Volunteers:
Managing Editor: Jan McAulliffe
Contributing Writers: Colleen Klimczak, Lisa
Downey, and Steve Ligda
Design: Ellie Menke
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continued from front cover

God is doing. We think we have to be busy at all times. But all that busy-ness and activity often gives us little time to
spend with God, and that time is crucial if we want to be good stewards. In this sense, there is a real value to doing
nothing once in a while.
During the summer months, parish life slows down a bit. Many of our activities and organizations take a break. This
lessening of activity can give us a little more time to spend with God. It may look at times like we’re doing nothing, but we
will actually be doing something very valuable and worthwhile. We’ll be spending the time we need to with God in order
to be good stewards, talking to God and listening to what God is telling us.
We often make plans for the summer about where we will go on vacation or what activities we will be engaged in. I hope
we’ll keep in mind that we don’t always have to be busy doing something. It can be a hindrance to our practice of stewardship. I hope you’ll try to include “doing nothing” on your list of summer activities. “Doing nothing” can actually be doing
something, something very valuable, if we spend that time with God. Doing nothing now and then this summer can help
us be better stewards, and also be prepared for our Stewardship Commitment Renewal in the fall.
In Christ,

Fr. Jim Hyland, Pastor
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