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LETTER  FROM  THE  PASTOR

IN  THIs   ISSUe:

Stewardship  is:
The grateful response of a 
Christian disciple who recog-
nizes and receives God’s gifts 
and shares these gifts in love 

of God and neighbor. 
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Dear Parishioners,

While you will be receiving this latest stewardship newsletter in early 
June, as I write this it’s May, one of the two months of the year dedicated 
to Mary, our Blessed Mother. A few months ago, I was invited to an 
advance showing of a movie called, “The Young Messiah.” The movie 
took the details we have about Jesus’ childhood that we have from the 
gospels and then tried to fill in the details. What was it like for Jesus as 
He grew? Did He have friends and play with other children? When did 
He become aware that He was different? When and how did He come to 
know who He really was? Most of the movie was conjecture, but it could 
have actually happened that way.

What stood out in my mind from watching the movie was what the lives 
of Mary and Joseph were like. People had wanted to kill Jesus when He 
was born. There was the constant fear that someone would discover who 
He was and try to kill Him again. There was the uncertainty over what 
they should tell Jesus about His true identity. What were they to tell Him 
when He discovered the power He had? We often think of Mary saying 
“Yes” to God in the moment of the Annunciation, and she did. But that 
“Yes” was something that she had to live out each and every day in many 
different ways. The movie made me much more aware of that.

We often think of Mary as the example of discipleship, and she is. But, her 
daily saying “Yes” to God not only makes her a model of discipleship; it 
also makes her a model of stewardship. Stewardship is also lived out on 
a daily basis. It asks that every day we recognize what God has blessed 
us with. Stewardship asks that every day we give back in gratitude.

continued on back cover

June, 2016



PAGE  2

Fr. Matt  becomes  pastor  at  Mater  Christi

 
In 2009, during his Deacon year at 
St. Mary of the Lake University at 
Mundelein Seminary, he arrived at 
Most Holy Redeemer to assist with 
the Holy Week and Easter Liturgy 
at the invitation of Fr. Mike Foley, 
pastor at the time.  He continued with 
weekend service here through the rest 
of 2009 and 2010 as he continued 
with his future studies and prepared 
for ordination.  In 2011, he took over 
as a full time Associate Pastor under 
the guidance of Fr. Jim Hyland.  Now, 
after years of presiding at liturgies, 
conferring sacraments, visiting 
the homebound and hospitalized, 
teaching children, grilling brats and 
other priestly duties, he is leaving us to 
become pastor of his own parish.  He, 

of course, is Father Matt Nemchausky 
who after seven short years has 
become an integral and much loved 
part of the MHR parish community.  

Fr. Matt is scheduled to take over 
pastoral duties and share his time, 
and talent with Mater Christi Parish 
in North Riverside in early July.  After 
the carnival, his annual retreat and a 
vacation with his family, he will travel 
to his new assignment.  Mater Christi 
is smaller than MHR with 667 families 
registered.  The parish has a thriving 
religious education program, but no 
school.  It is also home to the striking 
outdoor Mother of Mothers Shrine 
visited by many each year.  Fr. Matt 
says the population is a mixture of 
ages with many older parishioners 
who have been part of the community 
since the church’s dedication in 1953.  
Numerous young families continue 
to move into the parish as the older 
residents leave.  Fr. Matt will be the 
only priest assigned to his parish, but 
he will receive assistance from and 
have a support network of a resident 
priest, the pastor emeritus and sisters 
living in the convent.  In an interesting 
coincidence, the current Mater Christi 
parish administrator is retired priest Fr. 
Bill Stenzel who grew up here in MHR.

Talking about his time at MHR, Fr. Matt 
said “this was a great place to start.” He 
felt he had excellent priestly mentors 
in pastors Fr. Foley and Fr. Hyland 

as well as Fr. Adamich, Fr. Ruiz, Fr. 
Hardy, Fr. Dempsey, and Fr. Schouten.  
With the wisdom of their combined 
years of service to the archdiocese, 
he learned many lessons.  He also 
praised the help given to him and 
opportunities to learn presented to him 
by all the members of the parish and 
school staffs.  The sociability of many 
members of the parish community also 
“gave me a chance to know people in 
different lights.” 

Looking ahead to his days at Mater 
Christi, he said he is happy to take on 
his new assignment, but can’t help but 
feel a sense of “trepidation” as well 
as sadness in leaving his first parish 
assignment.  Summing up his seven 
years here, he said “God’s blessing 
sent me here.”  He is grateful to and 
sends his thanks to the community 
and staff who were “so patient with 
me.”  From our point of view, I think 
God blessed us with the presence of 
Fr. Matt for seven years, and it is we 
who should be grateful for his time 
among us. We wish him well.

Before he leaves, Fr. Matt will speak 
at all the Masses the weekend of June 
25-26.  A farewell party will aslo be 
planned for him, watch the bulletin for 
more details.

By: Jan McAuliffe
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If you stop by Briody Hall during Va-
cation Bible School this June, you’re 
likely to see Madonna Pufunt in ac-
tion. VBS will be in full swing, and 
Madonna will be leading participants, 
student leaders and adult volunteers 
in song.

Madonna has been involved with 
VBS since before it even began. 
When I had the pleasure of interview-
ing her for this article, she mentioned 
approaching our past Director of Re-
ligious Education, Arlene Astrows-
ki, many years ago about starting a 
summer program like VBS for the 
MHR community. When Vacation Bi-
ble School began, Madonna got in-
volved with her young children, but 
as her own children grew up, she 
became more involved in the service 
aspect of VBS exemplifying the stew-
ardship tenets of sharing of time and 
talent with others.

And just what does Madonna do 
with Vacation Bible School?
Every year, Vacation Bible School 
has a theme—this year’s is Cave 
Quest—and the theme comes with a 
soundtrack for the program to use. As 
I write this at the beginning of May, she 
is already learning this year’s songs!  
At the beginning of the VBS week, she 
teaches the student leaders and adult 
volunteers the songs for the week, and 
helps them get energized and excited 
for their days before they begin their 
week of sharing their gifts with others. 
Throughout the VBS week, she helps 
the small group participants learn and 
enjoy the songs, too, and then leads 
everyone in song at the end of each 
day. Madonna mentioned all the other 
great volunteers who have helped her 
over the years, and how, in addition to 
leading the songs, they all stretched 
their creativity as they choreographed 
the more energetic songs or created 
skits based on the day’s message.

“VBS is about praising God. The 
kids just amaze me!” Madonna says. 
“They are so hungry for VBS and to 
learn all the songs! They learn them 
quickly and really get into them! They 
love the music, and everything else, 
and just want to be a part of the fun!” 
She mentioned, too, that by the end 
of the week, the participants remem-
ber the songs and ‘moves’ better than 
she does!

Madonna sets an example for all of 
us to follow: for sharing our gifts and 
getting involved in ministry. And she 
has set that example for her own 
family, too. Madonna has participated 
in VBS since it began at MHR, and 
somewhere along the way, her own 
kids went from being the participants 
on the floor watching the show to be-
ing the ones who help out, from taking 
pictures of the participants for the big 
poster every year to partnering with 
Madonna to lead the kids and other 
volunteers in song.

“It has been really fun,” Madonna 
shared. She loves to ‘work the crowd’, 
especially at each day’s big wrap-up, 
giving the kids a chance to talk into 
the microphone or asking different 
participants to stand up and help her 
lead the group. “I love to see the ex-
citement in their faces!” And we are 
all grateful for the excitement Madon-
na has shared with us, too!

Vacation Bible School will take place 
June 20—23 from 9:00 am—12 pm 
in Briody Hall. There are many op-
portunities, big and small, to get in-
volved: crafts, snacks, group activi-
ties, games! Contact Lori Kennedy, 
Director of Religious Education, at  
lkennedy@mostholyredeemer.org, to 
find out more!

By Colleen Klimczak

Madonna  Pufunt  to  lead   
Cave  Quest  at  VBS
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The  Love  Triangle
 
 

Everyone likes a good love story! Two 
people find each other, undergo trials 
and tribulations, turn sorrow into joy, 
marry and live happily ever after.

Really?
Ask any of the couples married 
in 1966 who will be attending the 
special Golden Anniversary Mass at 
Holy Name Cathedral in September 
and they will tell you that just isn’t 
so.  Each twosome will have a unique 

story about their love and life together, 
but all will admit that they didn’t make 
the journey alone.

The Church has elevated marriage 
to the level of a sacrament. As such, 
marriage, like the other sacraments, 
becomes an encounter with Christ 
Himself. That encounter is not just for 
the day of the wedding, but forever. In 
a Catholic Christian marriage, Christ 
is as much a partner in the relationship 
as are the spouses. Christ is in it with 
them all the way.  No one knows this 
better than the Golden Anniversary 
couples.

At the marriage ceremony, the man 
and the woman confer the sacrament 
upon one another with the priest as 
the witness. The couple promises to 
work together with Christ’s help to 
preserve their marriage through all 
the stress that life can throw at them. 

Only a few years ago two Golden 
Anniversary Masses, offered on 
consecutive Sundays, were needed 
in order to accommodate the number 
of couples who had reached this 
milestone. Now there is only one 
mass. While several factors could 
be the cause of this change perhaps 
the most likely reason is the trend 
during the last fifty years to sidestep 
the institution of marriage altogether. 

Couples have opted to live together as 
a means of determining compatibility, 
believing that the freedom to end the 
relationship and maintain personal 
independence is a priority.  They try to 
‘go it alone’ and in doing so, frequently 
end up that way. 

There is another, better way. In a 
Christian marriage, it is a real comfort 
to know that there is always Someone 
upon whom you can depend when 
the happily ever after seems out of 
reach. That someone is Jesus Christ 
Himself! 

How’s that for a love triangle?

By Winnie Ligda

MARRIAGE BLESSING SUNDAY
As part of the Most Holy Redeemer 
75th Anniversary celebration, the 
weekend of June 11—12 has been 
set aside as Marriage Blessing 
Sunday. There will be a renewal of 
marriage vows and a blessing for 
married couples at all the Masses. 
The 11:00 a.m. Mass on Sunday 
will honor those couples who have 
been married here at Most Holy 
Redeemer. Former parishioners 
who were married here but no 
longer live here are also invited to 
attend this special Mass.
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Summer brings with it a sea change 
in our neighborhood. Suddenly, the 
streets are alive with joggers and 
baby strollers, the smells of backyard 
barbecue, and the drone of lawn 
mowers. As a Christian steward, have 
you given thought to your responsibility 
to your neighborhood? We take 
seriously the scriptural query, “Who is 
my neighbor?” but do we ever ask, “But 
what of my neighborhood?” 

In our grandparents’ era, when many 
people lived in small towns and escaped 
the summer heat by sitting on porches 
in the muggy evenings, neighborliness 
came with the territory. Everybody 
knew who was having a baby, 
which family was suffering through 
illness, who had just experienced a 
death or a wedding. Problems in the  

 
neighborhood were shared concerns. 
Today, in the era of two-parent wage-
earners and automatic garage door 
openers, it’s easy to come home after 
a long day, hit a button and watch the 
neighborhood disappear as we enter 
the cocoon of our home. June offers us 
the opportunity to change that. Do you 
have a “back fence neighbor”? Maybe 
now, when he’s out in the yard, is the 
time to get to know him better.

TODAY, IT’S EASY TO COME 
HOME AFTER A LONG DAY, HIT 
A BUTTON AND WATCH THE 
NEIGHBORHOOD DISAPPEAR 
AS WE ENTER THE COCOON OF 
OUR HOME.

Host a barbecue, or a neighborhood 
potluck. Invite someone over for an 
evening iced tea on the patio. If there’s 
a community picnic, be sure to go and 
introduce yourself around. Don’t miss 
the parish picnic. Invite your pastor 
over for burgers. Go for a long stroll 
in the early evening and look at your 
neighborhood with fresh eyes. Stop to 
visit with people working on their lawns 
or in their flower beds. 

There’s a famous quote: “All politics is 
local.” Do you know who represents 
your neighborhood on the Village Board 
of Trustees and on the District 124, 
District 231, and MHR school boards? 
Are you acquainted with your Parish 
Council members? The quote could 
very well have added that most religion 
is local as well, alive in our parish. The 
church, and the community, lives and 
breathes in the neighborhood. Is there 
a pressing local issue, a speed bump 
needed or a stop sign missing? Is there 
a neighborhood clean-up day? Get 
involved. 

For the Christian steward, opening our 
eyes to the people next door or to the 
folks sitting next to us in the pew can 
be a great project for a sunny day.

From International Catholic Stewardship 
Council, CATHOLIC STEWARDSHIP, 

June 2015 • e-Bulletin

Stewards  of  Our  Neighbors   
and  Our Neighborhood
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Stewardship  Saint  
for  June
Anthony of Padua is one of the most 
beloved and admired saints in the 
church. Because he was a prolific 
preacher and witness to the Gospel 
in his personal life he is known as a 
great stewardship saint. 

St. Anthony was born on the Feast of 
the Assumption in Lisbon, Portugal, in 
1195 to a wealthy and educated family 
of the Portuguese nobility. He entered 
the Augustinian religious community at 
an early age where he devoted himself 
to the study of sacred scripture and 
Latin classics. He joined the Franciscan 
Order when he was 26 years old and 
traveled tirelessly to preach what it 
meant to live according to the Gospel. 
He is believed to have made as many 
as 400 trips to towns in both northern 
Italy and southern France. St. Anthony 
knew that preaching was not enough 
to help people understand how to live 
according to the Gospel. He believed 
he had to give witness to the Gospel 
by the way he lived his personal life. 
He adopted and maintained a simple 
lifestyle consistent with what he 
believed the Gospel was calling him 
to. St. Anthony died in Padua, Italy, 
on June 13, 1231 at the age of 36. He 
was proclaimed a saint less than one 
year after his death. So simple, yet 
compelling and inspiring was St. 

Anthony’s teaching of the Catholic faith 
that he was declared a Doctor of the 
Church by Pope Pius XII in 1946. Best 
known for his patronage of seekers of 
lost items, St. Anthony is commonly 
referred to today as the “finder of lost 
articles.” Few people know that he 
is the patron of many other causes 
including the poor and those who 
travel. His feast day is June 13.

ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA

BECAUSE HE WAS A PROLIFIC 
PREACHER AND WITNESS TO THE 
GOSPEL IN HIS PERSONAL LIFE, ST. 
ANTHONY OF PAUDUA IS KNOWN 
AS A GREAT STEWARDSHIP SAINT.

Gracious God, 
So often you attempt to offer us

a peaceful awareness of 
your presence. 

It is always there, 
but often we do not slow down
enough to become aware of it. 

Help us to slow down 
and appreciate the gift
of your presence, and 

come to a deeper understanding  
of the movement of your Spirit  

in our lives. 

Help us recognize 
those moments when you 

rescued us, healed us, and
reconciled us. 

Increase our trust in you, 
And show us how to reach 

beyond ourselves to minister 
to others, and be better 

stewards and sacraments 
of your presence each day.

We pray this in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

STEWARDSHIP  
PRAYER  for  June



PAGE  7

LITU RG I CA L  S C H ED U LE  O F  EV EN TS
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Contributing Writers: Steve Ligda, Winnie  

Ligda and Colleen Klimczak
Design: Ellie Menke

VOLUNTEERS
If you would like to receive an electronic copy of 

the Parish Newsletter instead of a print 
copy, please send an email to 

ltrasko@mostholyredeemer.org

ELECTRONIC  COPY

Date Event Time
June 3rd All School Mass 8:30 a.m.
June 4th Anointing Mass 8:30 a.m.

June 11th — June 12th Marriage Blessing All Weekend Masses
June 15th Parish Carnival 6:00 — 10:00 p.m.
June 16th Parish Carnival 6:00 — 10:00 p.m.
June 17th Parish Carnival 6:00 — 11:00 p.m.
June 18th Parish Carnival 4:00 — 11:00 p.m.
June 19th Parish Carnival 3:00 — 10:00 p.m.

June 20th — June 23rd Vacation Bible School 9:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.
July 1st Independence Day Parade 6:30 p.m.
July 4th Independence Day Mass at 9:00 a.m.

September 3rd MHR All School Reuinion Time to be Announced
September 5th Labor Day Mass at 9:00 a.m.

}
} }}

}
MOST HOLY REDEEMER
CARNIVAL
JUNE 15th-19th, 2015

PLEASE JOIN US:



That is something important for us to remember as we enter into the summer months. School is out. We go on vacations. 
Parish groups and organizations take a break from meetings and activities. But the call to generously share of our blessings 
doesn’t take a break. It’s always there because God is always blessing us. Like Mary, we have to answer our call to be 
good stewards each and every day. It isn’t a call that we answer one day or for a couple of weeks or months each year. 
We have to answer it every day.

When it comes to stewardship in parishes in the United States, the Diocese of Wichita in Kansas is always held up as the 
model. Stewardship has accomplished great things there in terms of Catholic education, parish vitality, building and growth. 
While it’s easy at meetings and conferences about stewardship to get sick of hearing about Wichita, the thing you have to 
remember is that they have been practicing and promoting stewardship since the 1960s. It has been a call that the people 
of Wichita have answered consistently and in increasing numbers. They show what is possible when the call to be good 
stewards is answered as Mary answered her call: day after day, week after week, year after year.

I hope we’ll keep this in mind over the summer months. We will take a break from many things in the months ahead. Let’s 
make sure that stewardship isn’t one of them. As Mary answered her call each and every day, let’s answer our call to be 
good stewards, every day seeking to share God’s blessings to us with others.

In Christ,

Fr. Jim Hyland, Pastor

continued from front cover

708.425.5354 — Most Holy Redeemer Church — mostholyredeemer.org

Most Holy Redeemer Church
9525 S. Lawndale Avenue
Evergreen Park, IL 60805

Address Service Requested

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID
Chicago, IL

Permit No. 2955

  STEWARDSHIP  NEWSLETTER


