STEWARDSHIP NEWSLETTER

MarchPAGE
20161

-Most Holy Redeemer Catholic Church-9525 S. Lawndale Ave-Evergreen Park, IL-708.425.5354-mostholyredeemer.org-

LETTER FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Parishioners,

March 2016

We recently began our celebration of our 75th Anniversary year with a
mass and party on New Year’s Eve. At the end of January, we had our
annual Appreciation Dinner to thank all who volunteer their time and talent to our parish throughout the year in any way, large or small. We also
recently exceeded our target figure for the To Teach Who Christ Is campaign, in which all parishes in the Archdiocese are taking part.
These recent events all remind us of the importance of stewardship and
what we are able to achieve through the practice of stewardship. The generous sharing of time, talent, and treasure have brought us to the point
where we are celebrating our 75th anniversary as a parish. We would
not have grown to this point without the generous practice of stewardship
by so many people, even though they probably didn’t call it stewardship.
As we thank our volunteers each year, it reminds us of the importance of
stewardship today. What we are able to do for the people of our parish
and community, the services we offer, and the fact that we are a thriving
parish in so many ways reminds us of the importance of the sharing of our
time, talent, and treasure. The generous giving back of the blessings we
have received from God allows us to serve others and carry on our Lord’s
work. The To Teach Who Christ Is campaign reminds us that the more
people who practice stewardship, the more successful we will be and the
more we will be able to accomplish. The success of that campaign has
not been due to the generosity of a few, but rather the generosity of many.
As more people made commitments to the campaign, our success grew.
continued on back cover

Stewardship is:
The grateful response of a
Christian disciple who recognizes and receives God’s gifts
and shares these gifts in love
of God and neighbor.
Catholic Diocese of
Wichita website
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Tom and Maureen Dombro
Receive Christifideles Award
and stewardship covers a good many
of the years we are commemorating in
the 75th anniversary year.

Each year, Chicago’s Archdiocese
honors an individual or couple from
each parish with the Christifideles
Award at a ceremony at Holy Name
Cathedral, presided over by the Archbishop. The honor is given to Catholic
laypeople who have, by participating in
parish life, demonstrated the personal and ministerial renewal called for
by the papal exhortation Christifideles
Laici, calling the laity to the “vocation
of responsibility for the church’s life
springing from the gift and mission of
their baptism.”
Most Holy Redeemer’s recipients of
the award this year are Tom and Maureen Dombro. Tom said when Father
Hyland told them they were the honorees he told Father even though he felt
honored about the award, he felt there
were others who did more. In turn, Father told them they should regard it as
a “Lifetime Achievement” award. Father was right – their lifetime of service

Maureen moved in as a toddler a few
years after Father Briody established
the parish. As Maureen Phelan, she
was one of eight siblings who grew
up here, all of whom attended Most
Holy Redeemer School. She told me
that since 1946, there has been at
least one Phelan family member– descended from the original eight– in the
school each year.
Maureen and Tom were married here
50 years ago, raising their son and
three daughters here. During that
time, they have shared a good deal
of their time, treasure and talent with
the parish. At present, they are both
lectors and Communion ministers and
Maureen is a member of the Anniversary Committee. Their past efforts
echo the parish’s growth. Tom was
Chairman of the first Carnival held here
and continued in that position for 17
years. Maureen said she cooked lots
of brats during those years. Tom was
also part of the group that brought in
Vegas nights, chairing them for seven
years. Maureen served as Women’s
Guild President and was part of the
first CHRP team and took part in another CHRP five years ago. She also
started a program which sent meals
to families in need. In addition, their
activities included time on the School
Board, a presidency of the Holy Name

for Tom, involvement in the Cabarets
as well as membership on countless
committees. Maureen also said she
“spent years in the kitchen” preparing
food for receptions for special parish
events.
When asked which ministries were
most important to them and the parish, their answers differed a bit, but
presented a complete picture of stewardship. Tom picked the Carnival. He
pointed out that it is not just a fundraiser. He feels it is also a good way
to build “community and friendship
among parishioners.” In addition, by
volunteering at the Carnival, he feels
people become more inclined to volunteer for other events which benefit
the parish. Maureen picked CHRP.
She pointed out that those who take
part in a CHRP experience take on the
responsibility of bonding and sharing
with, not only their group, but also with
those who follow. They become “faith
builders” to the larger community.
Both of the Dombros feel the parish
today is a flourishing institution and
will continue to thrive. They said, “It’s
great to see young people taking over.”
They know the values established in
the past will be built upon.
Congratulations, Tom and Maureen.
You are certainly worthy recipients of
the Christifideles Award.
By: Jan McAuliffe
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Most Holy Redeemer
Celebrates 75th Year

In December, 1961, 20 years after
the parish began in a donated wooden structure at 95th and Millard,
Most Holy Redeemer Parish was
finishing construction on a beautiful
new permanent church at the corner
of 96th and Lawndale. The whole
parish community had set a goal of
celebrating Midnight Mass there.
According to parish history, the goal
was reached—barely. It is told that
as the construction workers were
finishing the job, hard-working parishoners were on hand with vacuums,
brooms, buckets and scrub brushes
to clean up before the Mass began.
In the picture at the top of the page,
MHR’s first pastor, Father Louis Briody stands at the altar in his new
church with Christmas tree branches behind him. They covered the
spots on the mosaic that were still
not completed. None of the parishoners minded the missing spots–
every seat in the church was taken at Mass that night to celebrate
both the birth of Jesus and the new,
long-awaited church.

Fifty-five years later, at a special
Mass on New Years Eve, 2015, the
seventh pastor of Most Holy Redeemer, Father Jim Hyland, stood
in front of the same mosaic (now
completely finished) with the Mayor
of Evergreen Park, and celebrated
the start of the parish’s 75 year. In
the picture at the bottom of the page,
Mayor Sexton hands Father Hyland
a proclamation declaring 2016 “The
75th Anniversary Year of the Founding of the Parish of The Most Holy
Redeemer.” Those in attendance at
the Mass went to Briody Hall where
the festivities continued with music,
food and drink and a special champagne toast to welcome the 75th
year of the parish and to look toward
the future of the parish.
An anniversary committee has been
hard at work planning more activities for the year that will remember the history and build toward a
future. The first event, the mission
conducted by MHR alum, Father

Mike Gabriel, currently pastor at
Holy Family Church reminded all of
the spiritual foundations the parish
was built on. In June, there will be
a special ceremony with a blessing
for all married couples. Anyone married at Holy Redeemer in the past
75 years is especially invited. All
those who have been a part of MHR
will be welcomed to a Parish Homecoming and Reunion September 3.
Those who have gone before us will
be remembered at a Bereavement
Liturgy in November. The year will
close with an Anniversary Mass on
December 3 followed by a gala at
the Oak Lawn Hilton.
Make a note of these events and resolve to take part in them; tell your
family and friends who may have
been former members of the parish
to come back and share in the festivities. Celebrate the past and look to
a future which builds on the values
which have sustained the parish for
75 years.
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R.I.P Father Richard Dempsey
Pastor Emeritus
him as “a spirit of sunlight to shine
through the window of the Church.”
Before the final leave taking, Bishop
Gorman read a letter from Archbishop Cupich praising his years of service to the archdiocese and as a Navy
chaplain. His fellow priests sang the
traditional “Salve Regina” before his
casket was carried out of the church
to the strains of “Anchors Away.”

Just before 3 p.m. on Thursday, Feb.
11, a steady stream of people began
two days of mourning for Fr. Richard Dempsey. His body lay in state
in church that afternoon and evening
so those who knew him could offer
condolences and share stories with
his four sisters and two brothers who
had grown up with him in St. Cajetan
parish. On Friday, his brother Msgr.
Thomas Dempsey from the Rockford Diocese celebrated the funeral
mass joined by 35 priests and Auxiliary Bishops Emeritus John Gorman
and Raymond Goedert. In his homily, Msgr. Dempsey remembered his
brother as a priest who loved ministry
and one who brought joy to others.
In his eulogy, Fr. Dempsey’s brother-in-law Paul O’Toole characterized

On the weekend following the funeral, the following tribute by Fr. Jim
Hyland, appeared in the bulletin. It
offers a tribute to Fr. Dempsey, especially his work here in MHR.
“We were all shocked and saddened
to hear the news that Fr. Richard
Dempsey, our pastor emeritus, had
died very suddenly in Florida. Fr.
Dempsey served as pastor here at
Most Holy Redeemer from 1991 until he retired in 2003. He was named
pastor emeritus upon his retirement.
Fr. Dempsey was ordained in 1958.
He served at Our Lady of Grace and
St. Sebastian before becoming a US
Navy chaplain and rising to the rank
of captain. This was during the Vietnam War years. He often went up to
the front lines to care for the troops
there. After leaving the military, he
served at Holy Family in North Chicago and St. Victor in Calumet City before coming to Most Holy Redeemer.

As pastor, Fr. Dempsey was guided by the vision of Vatican II. He
encouraged lay people to use their
gifts and talents. Lay people began
to serve as Eucharistic ministers to
the sick and homebound, and the
permanent diaconate came to our
parish under his leadership. The
church was painted, and the rectory was remodeled. After the remodeling, he invited the parishioners in
for tours. Fr. Dempsey believed in
Catholic education, and helped establish an endowment fund for our
school. Fr. Dempsey loved to be with
people. He would often walk around
the neighborhood, stopping to chat
along the way. He was active in the
community, serving as the chaplain
for the Police Department. (In addition, Fr. Dempsey initiated the RCIA
ministry and in the remodeling of the
church, he moved pews to accommodate the handicapped, He also
commissioned the construction of
our marble pulpit from the side altar.)
The title “pastor emeritus” is an honorary title given in recognition of the
service one has given. It comes from
a Latin word meaning “released from
service.” That’s not quite true. While
a pastor emeritus may no longer be
the one who actively leads a parish, a
pastor is never released from service.
Even after he retired as pastor,
continued on next page
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continued from previous page

Fr. Dempsey continued to serve
our parish. He still celebrated Mass
here. A lot of priests no longer make
themselves available for funerals
and weddings after they retire, but
Fr. Dempsey wasn’t one of them. He
made himself available to the people

he had served. He also helped out at
other parishes. He didn’t just zip in
and zip out either. He always stayed
around after Mass to talk and to find
out how everyone was doing. He always enjoyed a good joke or story.

Fr. Dempsey will be missed by all of
us here at Most Holy Redeemer and
by all whose lives he touched through
his ministry. I hope we will be thankful for all he did for our parish. Let’s
continue to remember him in our
prayers.”

Morning of Renewal
Scheduled for March 19
the Archdiocese to provide enrichment
and formation for all those involved in
parish ministry. The event will enable
the parish to continue to worshp in a
prayerful and faith-filled manner as a
Faith Community. Mr. Marcheschi’s
topic “Ministry and Spiriutality” will give
ministers an opportunity to “ step back”
and take a good look at the spiritual
and practical dimension of the ministry.

MHR’s Stewardship Committee will
host a Morning of Renewal led by Mr.
Graziano Marcheschi for all ministers
of our parish on Saturday March 19th
from 9:30 to 12:30 in Briody Hall. This
presentation follows the directive of

Mr. Marcheschi currently serves as
Vice President of University Mission
and Ministry at Saint Xavier University.
He is well known for his involvement
in a wide array of Catholic ministries
and causes. He is a frequent speaker
at national Catholic gatherings on the
topics of spirituality and catechesis. .
Mr. Marcheschi earned a M.A. in Theatre from the University of Minnesota, a
Master of Divinity from Loyola University, Chicago and a Doctorate of Ministry

from the University of St. Mary of the
Lake, Mundelein, IL. Before he came
to St. Xavier, Mr. Marcheschi acted as
Director of Lay Ministry Formation for
the Chicago Archdiocese; he is also a
former Advisor to the Subcommittee on
Lay Ministry of the US Conference of
Catholic Bishops. He is also a member of the Board of Directors of the National Association for Lay Ministry. In
addition, he formerly hosted a local cable-TV program, “The Church, the Cardinal and You,” and he often co-hosts
the Archdiocesan morning radio program, “Catholic Community of Faith. “
The morning will begin with registration
after the 8:30 a.m. Mass. Coffee and
donuts will be available. All ministers
are asked to contact the rectory by
phone (425-5254) to confirm their attendance.
By: Steve Ligda
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Almsgiving: An Expression
of Gratitude

When we look at the three traditional
“disciplines” of Lent, prayer, fasting
and almsgiving, we know that almsgiving gets the least attention. Yet,
the Bible places emphasis firmly on
almsgiving:
Prayer and fasting are good, but
better than either is almsgiving accompanied
by
righteousness
… It is better to give
alms than
to store up
gold;
for
almsgiving
saves one
from death
and
expiates every sin. Those who regularly
give alms shall enjoy a full life (Tobit
12:8-9).

member of a community of faith, it is
never just about “me and God.” It is
fundamental to being a good steward
of our community. For disciples of the
Lord, almsgiving means much more
than simply throwing a little change in
the poor box. It is an attitude of generosity. It challenges us to examine
how we are using our time, abilities,
and money to better the lives of those
around us. It urges us to share what
we have been given by God with others in love and justice. It reminds us
that Jesus blesses those who seek to
be “poor in spirit” (Matt. 5:3).

CONSIDER ONE OR MORE OF
THESE CREATIVE ALMSGIVING
IDEAS FOR THE REMAINDER
OF THIS LENTEN SEASON:

Almsgiving opens our hearts to the realization that God blesses us through
those
we
serve. It is
here that we
find the great
mystery of
Christian
service. We
see God in
the life of Jesus, and we
see Jesus
in all those
who are in need of our care. Look
around, see those who are in need,
and ask God to take away those obstacles and distractions that keep us
from being generous with them. In
turn, we will receive God’s blessing.

•	
Perform an extra chore for
your parents one day each
week during Lent.

“ALMSGIVING IS SIMPLY AN EXPRESSION OF OUR GRATITUDE FOR ALL
THAT GOD HAS GIVEN US, AND A
REALIZATION THAT AS A MEMBER
OF A COMMUNITY OF FAITH, IT IS
NEVER JUST ABOUT “ME AND GOD.”

Almsgiving is simply an expression
of our gratitude for all that God has
given us, and a realization that as a

•	Show an act of kindness tosomeone you don’t speak to
often.
•	
Visit an elderly person who
may be lonely.
•	Reflect on the regular contributions you make to your parish.

•	Go through your closet and
find some clothes in good
shape to give away to others
who are in need of clothes.
•	Write a letter or create a card
for someone who is sick or
might be lonely.
•	
Buy some cans of food to
give to a local food bank or
soup kitchen.
•	
Donate diapers, formula,
baby clothing, baby furniture
or maternity clothing to a local crisis pregnancy center.

http://catholicstewardship.com (March, 2015)

PAGE 7

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Date

Event

March 15th
March 19th
March 19th

Lenten Reconciliation
Morning of Renewal
St. Joseph’s Table

March 20th

Palm Sunday

March 22nd

Reconciliation

March 24th

Holy Thursday

March 25th

Good Friday

March 26th

Holy Saturday

March 27th

Easter Sunday

April 30th
May 1st
May 6th
May12th

First Communion
Parish May Crowning
School May Crowning
Ribbon Mass

May 27th
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MHR School Graduation

Time

7:30 p.m.
9:30 am
4:30 p.m.
Celebrated at all
weekend Masses
7:00 p.m.
Evening Mass of the Last Supper
at 7:30 p.m.
Stations of the Cross at 3:00 p.m.
Passion of the Lord at 7:30 p.m.
Private Reconciliation at 10:00 a.m.
Easter Basket Blessing at 11:00 a.m.
Vigil at 7:30 p.m.
Masses at 8:00, 9:30,
& 11:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
1:00 p.m.
8:30 a.m.
7:00 pm
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Seeing the results of good stewardship encourages us to continue in our practice of stewardship. Seeing the results of
good stewardship can hopefully inspire us to begin to practice stewardship if we are not already doing so. Throughout this
anniversary year, we will be reminded of what the good stewardship of so many in the past has done for us and the legacy
we have inherited as a result. We should also be inspired to continue to share our blessings, not only to benefit our parish
now, but also to leave something for those who will come after us.
A bit of advice I once received, and it was very good advice, was to always try to leave things a little better than you found
them. It’s true of the place where you work. Leave it a little better because you worked there. It’s true of the community you
live in. Leave it a little better because you lived there. It’s certainly true of our parish. Through our practice of stewardship,
we can leave our parish a little better than we found it. The generous sharing of our time, talent, and treasure will leave
things better than we found them for ourselves and for those who will come after us.
In Christ,

Fr. Jim Hyland, Pastor
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