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LETTER FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Parishioners,

Autumn 2015

Parish life does not revolve around the yearly calendar that begins on
January 1 or the fiscal calendar that begins on July 1. Parish life revolves
instead around the school calendar, which means that a new year in our
parish is now beginning.
As part of the activities surrounding the start of a new year, we are asked
to again renew our stewardship commitment to our parish. Materials for
this will soon be sent to your home. I ask that you carefully look at them
and pray about your stewardship commitment this year. If you have made
a stewardship commitment in the past, I hope you will make one again.
If you haven’t made a stewardship commitment in previous years, I urge
you to make one this year.
Stewardship asks us to recognize all in our lives as a blessing from God.
In gratitude, we are then asked to give back generously from those blessings through the sharing of our time, talent, and treasure. Time is the time
we give to prayer in our lives. Talent is the service we give by taking part
in a ministry. Treasure is the sharing of our material resources and gifts.
I ask that you especially consider your time and talent commitments this
year.
continued on back cover

Stewardship is:
The grateful response of a
Christian disciple who recognizes and receives God’s gifts
and shares these gifts in love
of God and neighbor.
Catholic Diocese of
Wichita website
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MHR Alum Spreads Choose Kind Message
Last March, Kerry Ryan Lynch (MHR
‘94) and her daughters Mary Cate and
Maggie visited Most Holy Redeemer
School; she and Mary Cate interacted
with students about her “Choose Kind”
message. Kerry began sharing her
time and talent in this unique mission
shortly after her first daughter Mary
Cate was born with Apert Syndrome
more than three years ago.

Kerry initiated her school visits after
a specific incident. “About two years
ago, while playing at a local park, a
little child said to his mom ‘Why does
that baby look so weird?’ Hearing
those words about my beautiful baby
broke my heart, but I know that children are curious, and don’t always
have the most tactful way to ask ques-

When Mary Cate was born,
she was diagnosed with a rare
craniofacial syndrome called
Apert Syndrome. Her fingers
and toes were fused at birth,
as well as fusion of bones in
her skull prematurely. She has
endured five surgeries thus far
in her young life, and still has
to have 10-20 more surgeries
over the next 20 or so years.
Kerry and her husband Chris
have made it their goal to
demonstrate that children are
all the same no matter how
they appear on the outside.
The MHR visit was one of about 105
school visits during the last two years
to help students understand that
concept and spread the message of
choosing kind. Kerry was happy to visit MHR not only because she wanted
to show her school to her daughters,
but also because “… my time from
kindergarten through eighth grade at
MHR helped me to take this direction
in my life. It was there I learned my
core values, strengthened my faith,
and made my very best friends to this
day who have supported us tremendously since Mary Cate’s birth.”

tions...This wasn’t the first time, nor
will it be the last time that we encounter situations like this; however, in this
instance, the mom, clearly mortified,
ran out of the park with her child. I
was more upset that she didn’t give
me the chance to introduce Mary Cate,
and explain to him why God made her
look a little different…I posted this scenario on the “My Mary Cate” Facebok
page, asking for input from other parents. The post went viral, and within
a few hours, teachers at Christ the
King school (our parish) asked us to
come in and talk to the students about

Mary Cate and Apert Syndrome. From
there, a snowball effect was created,
and we have had about 500 schools
from around the country ask us to
come to their schools and introduce
Mary Cate, and talk to children about
accepting differences.”
Prior to her visit to each school, Kerry
asks teachers and students to
read “Wonder” a story about
Augie, a boy with facial deformities which relates how people deal with him. Her goal in
each school is “to teach children and adults alike that differences are a beautiful thing,
that all of us” have battles
we are facing on a daily basis, and therefore we should
all do our best to treat each
other with kindness.” Audiences who have taken part
in the discussions and met
Mary Cate and Kerry are able
to look at differences from a
new perspective and are willing to take on the challenge of
“Choosing Kind.” This is Kerry’s goal.
As she puts it, “ I like to think that this
is not only for Mary Cate, but all of the
‘Mary Cates’ in this world so they can
grow up in a more nurturing, accepting
and kinder world.”
The “Choose Kind” message may
reach even more people in just a few
weeks. Chicago’s 19th Ward Alderman
Matt O’Shea is the driving force behind
a special event Choose Kind Chicago Day to be held in October. While
plans ‘are still tentative, the day will be
highlighted by a visit from R.J. Palacontinued on next page
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cio, the author of “Wonder” (who Kerry
has never met, but wants to hug). A
possible agenda for the day includes
a meeting between Palacio and the
Lynch family as well as a question and
answer session for them by audience
members. A VIP meeting may also be
scheduled with about 20 families in the
Chicago area who are impacted with
craniofacial conditions.
Kerry is the daughter of long-time MHR
parishioners Bob and Maureen Ryan.

Her sisters Megan Orsinger (MHR ‘92)
and Brigid Tassone (MHR ‘97) are also
MHR alums. Brigid, her husband Joe
and sons Joey and Ryan have recently moved back to the parish.
The lessons Kerry is presenting are
important ones for today’s society.
The whole MHR community is proud
of her for sharing this message with so
many. Her work is selfless and important, and we commend her for her efforts to teach all of us to Choose Kind.
By: Jan McAuliffe

Be a Steward of Your Faith this Autumn
There’s something wonderfully renewing about autumn, especially as it begins a new school year. A new school
year is all about new beginnings. Maybe it has something to do with new
classrooms, new teachers, the great
smell of brand new shoes and the
smooth touch of that new backpack.
We remember those feelings of starting again even if it’s been years since
we walked through the school house
door, and even if we don’t have our
own children heading off to the classroom this fall. We still get that heady
feeling of new possibilities in the crisp
autumn air.
This is the perfect time to bring a
sense of spiritual renewal to your
life and to your family – the domestic church. Autmn can truly bring out
a new resolve to improve our lives

as summer’s freedom gives way to
the structure of fall.. This can be the
time when you add a spiritual component to your autumn activities. As you
page through the ministry book, contemplate new ways in which you can
share your time and talent with the
MHR Community. Many of our parish
organizations are gearing up for new
volunteers. Check out the opportunities. If you want to share your time
and talent with the wider community,
contact Catholic Charities or or other
organizations to see how you might
help out.
Think of the autumn season as a way
to discover a new rhythm for your
prayer life. If new activities can be
scheduled into your daily life, start
scheduling in more quality time for

prayer as well. Put aside a time for
prayer or spiritual reading just as you
reserve time for exercise . Think of it
as a spiritual workout. For the children
in your house, early to bed and early to
rise means there may be more opportunities to be together for short prayer.
Say a blessing at breakfast, or a brief
morning offering as the kids head to
school. Try to bring a more regular
prayer schedule to your home. Pray
with your children as you tuck them in,
making the prayer personal and about
the day’s events. Make a resolve this
fall to bring Christ more prominently
into your family’s daily routine. Make
the stewardship of your faith and family a commitment as autumn brings a
sense of renewal. Be a good steward
of your faith this autumn.
International Catholic Stewardship Council
CATHOLIC STEWARDSHIP September 2014
• e-Bulletin 2014
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Practicing Stewardship Shares Time,
Talent with Others
With the end of
summer, we tend to
feel nostalgic for the
lazy mornings, late
nights, afternoons
at the pool and the
spontaneous gatherings of friends
and family that characterized the last
few months. However, the shorter
days, cool breezes
and more structured schedules of
September bring a
burst of energy to
our lives inviting us
to embark on new
ways to share our time and talent with those around us.
Each family in the parish will receive or has received (depending on the vagaries of the printer and USPS) a copy
of the 2015-2016 Most Holy Redeemer Stewardship Handbook. The book offers a multitude of ways to share with
others. Examine the book carefully; it contains a listing
and description of all the ministries the parish offers. With
more than 50, there is something for everyone. Our parish
is our primary faith community; it is where we build relationships based on a shared tradition of faith as well as an
adherence to shared values. It is our job to see that we
preserve and increase the vibrant faith life of our parish
already in place.
After you have read the handbook, contemplate what you
might do. Consider a new ministry this year. Choose something that will reinvigorate you, provide service to others,

bring out your best talents and help you to interact with
fellow parishioners. If you want to be a more active participant in the Mass, sign up to be a Eucharistic Minister, a
lector, cantor or usher. If you have school age children, resolve to be more involved in their lives by choosing one of
the educational ministries. If you have extra time and want
to spiritually enrich the lives of the sick and homebound,
volunteer to bring communion to the hospital or home, or
promise to pray with other Minister of Praise. If you want to
serve others, volunteer with SuCasa, PADS , or Respect
Life. The Service Squad is a new ministry which performs
various kinds of service throughout the year. This would
be a good fit for many people who can’t commit to a year
long service – here they can help when they have time.
Another good fit for many would the Baptismal Preparation ministry written about in this issue. Young parents can
share their joy with other new parents while older parents
can share their wisdom. If you like to write, the Stewardship Newsletter can also use more volunteers. We plan
stories a year in advance so you can pick something you’d
like to investigate and write about every issue or just once
or twice a year. Finally, imitate MHR alum Kerry Ryan
Lynch and find your own cause and advocate for it. She
has taken the concept of sharing time and talent to help
others to a whole new level.
Your commitment cards are due the weekend of September 19 and 20; you will hear more about this in church.
Once you volunteer, a representative from the group will
contact you, and you will be on your way to sharing your
time and talent in a meaningful manner.
Just as we share with others, we also receive benefits. A
writer from the past tells us, “As we practice stewardship,
we find that we grow spiritually, that our faith is deepened
and our lives are changed for the better.”
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Baptism Calls Us to the Body of Christ
“In Baptism we are called” said the priest at Mass. All
three of that Sunday’s readings were about “being called,
as we’re called in Baptism, to be part of the Body of Christ.”
His words made me wonder: How can Baptism call us?

Every time we are a part of the sacrament of Baptism,
as an active participant or as a witness, it helps us to
recommit to our life in Christ. We can see that this first
sacrament is the start of something really wonderful.

My husband Greg and I have taught the Baptismal Prep
Classes here at MHR for 13 years. We all would understand that Baptism speaks to infants and families, but I
also appreciate how the sacrament can speak to the rest
of our parish community.

When a family attends our Baptismal Prep Class, we tell
them how Baptism is an event of transformation for the
child, the family and our community. We are called as
Catholics to share and evangelize our Faith, and through
Baptism, our Church gains new members!

At the beginning of the Rite of Baptism, parents are asked
three questions:

So, the next time you read about Baptisms in the bulletin, please stop and say a prayer for the child and family.
Rejoice in our newest members, and offer congratulations to the families. Appreciate the Sacrament and the
transformation for the child and family, and for ourselves.

•What is your child’s name?
•What do you choose for your child?
•You have asked to have your child baptized. In doing
so, you are accepting the responsibility of training him
or her in the practice of the faith. It will be your duty to
bring him or her up to keep God’s commandments as
Christ taught us, by loving God and our neighbor. Do
you clearly understand what you are undertaking?
And the purpose for our Baptismal Prep Classes is to
empower our families to say “Yes! We understand!”
There are many reasons why parents choose Baptism for
their child: faith, of course, and adherence to the doctrine
of the Catholic Church; the belief that it’s the “right thing to
do”; societal norms; family expectations. Baptism plants the
seeds in the child for a life in Christ.
But as the priest reminded me that morning at Mass,
in Baptism, we are all called to be a part of the Body of
Christ—parents, godparents and grandparents, and anyone else who shares in the sacrament with the child. In
addition to blessing ourselves with holy water at the doors
of church, and Sprinkling Rites at Mass, attending or participating in the Sacrament of Baptism serves as a reminder and a renewal of our own Baptismal promises.

By: Colleen Klimczak

“I baptize you
in the name of
the Father, and
of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.”
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To Teach Who Christ Is Campaign:
Cardinal Francis George's Legacy
The late Cardinal Francis George was a
member of the Oblates of Mary Immaculate. The Order’s Founder, Eugene de
Mazenod, was canonized by Pope John
Paul II, who reflected that Eugene was
“a man of Advent, a man of Coming…as
one of those apostles who prepared for
the modern age, our age.”
Cardinal George recognized the significance of Mazenod’s work as inspiration to institute and give life to the
archdiocesan campaign, To Teach
Who Christ Is.
Cardinal George realized that the archdiocese is very much in need of strong
parishes, schools and ministries. He
also recognized that a campaign to
raise needed funds could not funnel
those funds to a centralized bureaucracy while many local parishes struggled
to operate and support their schools and
ministries. Archbishop Cupich has continued the campaign, commenting “…
what we are really doing here is passing
on the faith to the next generation.”
With much thought and foresight, the
campaign began in January 2013 with

a targeted goal to raise $350 million
with $150 million allocated for scholarships to Catholic schools, $30 million
to repair and upgrade much needed
safety improvements to parish buildings, $10 million to train religious education teachers and catechists, $8
million to upgrade academic programs
in schools, and $2 million to create innovative religious education programs.
The balance of $150 million will be returned to the local parishes to address
their individual parish needs.
To date, 107 parishes have started the
campaign. Most Holy Redeemer will
join those parishes in Wave IV of the
campaign along with 56 other parishes
this fall. The remaining archdiocesan
parishes are scheduled to begin the
process in 2016. Our parish like, other
parishes, is asked to raise an amount
equal to 130% of the total of our offertory (Sunday, Christmas, and Easter)
collections for the most recent fiscal
year, which ended on June 30. MHR’s
target for the campaign is $1.055 million. Sixty percent of the money raised
will remain in the parish, and forty per-

cent will go the archdiocese. If we
exceed our goal, Most Holy Redeemer
will realize additional funds to maintain
and upgrade our Church and school
buildings, as well as to support the excellent academic and religious education programs that we currently offer.
Father Hyland has begun his meeting with the Archdiocesan consultants
who are directing the campaign, and
has shared those discussions with the
Finance and Stewardship Committees. Father will share the particulars
of the campaign with all parishioners
during his homilies and in future bulletin articles early this fall.
The Year of 2016 will mark the 75th
Anniversary of the founding of our
parish. Many spiritual and social
events are scheduled to celebrate
this milestone as we give thanks for
the past, take joy in our present, and
anticipate our future. Achieving our
goal for the To Teach Who Christ Is
campaign will give strong voice to
our thanks for all that we have and all
that we hold dear!
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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Date

September 4th
Septembeer 7th
September 13th
September 16th
October 3rd
October 4th
October 20th
November 2nd
November 7th
November 17th
November 26th

Event

All School Mass
Labor Day
Mass in the Park
St. Michael League Mass
Anointing Mass
Pet Blessing
St. Michael League Mass
All Souls Bereavement Mass
Veteran’s Day Mass
St. Michael League Mass
Thanksgiving

py Fall
p
a
H

Time

8:30 a.m.
Mass at 9:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m. at Duffy Park
6:00 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m. in Parking Lot
6:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
Mass at 9:00 a.m.

ELECTRONIC COPY
If you would like to receive an electronic copy of
the Parish Newsletter instead of a print
copy, please send an email to
ltrasko@mostholyredeemer.org

VOLUNTEERS
Managing Editor: Jan McAulliffe
Contributing Writers: Steve Ligda &
Colleen Klimczak
Design: Ellie Menke

Writers wanted
Do you like to write?
We’d like a few more volunteer writers willing to write
articles each issue. If you are interested, consider signing
up for the Newsletter Committee on your Stewardship
Commitment Form.
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The number of people attending Sunday mass has declined greatly in recent years. I hope we would try to improve that
by paying greater attention to this aspect of our commitment of time in the coming year. While there are many ways to
pray, the mass is our community prayer, and as our Lord tells us, when we gather together in His name, He is present
in our midst. Many of our ministries are in need of more people. If you haven’t made a commitment of talent in the past,
please consider doing so this year. Sharing our talent in a ministry is a way in which we can begin to live out our faith in
a concrete way. Sharing our talent in a ministry also helps the work of our parish to be more effective.
I hope you will especially consider stewardship commitments of time and talent for another reason. The year 2016 will
soon be here. 2016 marks the 75th anniversary of our parish. We are at this point because of the good stewardship
of so many who have gone before us. Their generous sharing in response to God’s goodness to them has helped our
parish grow and thrive for 75 years. It is now our turn. If we want our parish to celebrate future anniversaries, such as
100 years and beyond, it will only be possible when we follow the example of those who have gone before us. It will
only be possible when we are good stewards and generously share our blessings in gratitude for all God has given us.
I hope that you will prayerfully consider making a stewardship commitment this year to help our parish grow and thrive
for many more years to come.
In Christ,

Fr. Jim Hyland, Pastor
708.425.5354 -Most Holy Redeemer Church- mostholyredeemer.org

