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LETTER FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Parishioners,

Stewardship is:

The month of September means many things. Summer comes to an end.
School and Religious Education classes are back in session. All our parish
organizations begin meeting again. Vacation is over, and we get back to business. Something else that September brings is our annual renewal of our
Stewardship Commitment. Every year at this time we renew our commitment
of time, talent, and treasure for another year.

The grateful response of a
Christian disciple who recognizes and receives God’s gifts
and shares these gifts in love
of God and neighbor.

The materials for our Stewardship Commitment Renewal will be mailed to all
registered parishioners early in September. Please take the time to look the
materials over and familiarize yourself with them. I will be speaking about stewardship at all the Masses the weekend of September 13 – 14. We will make
our Stewardship Commitment for the coming year the following weekend, September 20 – 21.
We tend to think of stewardship more often as the sharing of our talent in ministry or as the sharing of our treasure. One thing I hope we will attach greater
importance to is the sharing of our time.
The sharing of our time is not so much the sharing of our time in a ministry
as much as the sharing of our time in prayer. This is an aspect of stewardship
that we may need to emphasize more and attach greater importance to. The
sharing of our time is the time we spend worshipping our Lord at mass each
week. It is the time we spend in private prayer. It is the time we give perhaps
to Eucharistic Adoration or to other devotions. This commitment can’t be emphasized enough.
continued on back cover
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Is god calling you to stewardship?
Listen... Can you hear it? It’s God’s voice, calling you to
Stewardship.
It is amazing to me how many unique ways and reasons
people come to Stewardship. As unique as each of us is,
so too is our call to share what God has abundantly given
us: our own special time, talents and treasure; in service to
God and others. We enter into Stewardship for the benefits of our parish community when…
•
•
•
•
•

We are asked by someone we respect
We see a need and want to fill the need, or we desire
positive change
We are willing to share a love or skill we already have
with others who are younger, older or less skilled than
we are
We want to get involved or meet new people
We are personally asked by a friend.

pitality Ministry started at MHR, one volunteer joined us
because she had not felt very welcomed at ours and other
parishes, and she wanted to remedy that for others and
make sure everyone felt welcome. Beautiful.
Parishioners may feel motivated to share a love they have
with others, and our community benefits from their passion. For past newsletters, I had the privilege of interviewing Deacon Mark Phelan and past MHR Athletic Association president Jack Howard, and I marveled at how they
managed to blend their dedication to their children and
athletics to serve our parish as coaches.
Often, we are motivated to Stewardship by a desire to get
involved, to meet people. What better way to get to know
people in our neighborhood but in fun and fellowship and
in service to our community?
And perhaps we are called to be the
voice of God to other people. Have you
invited a friend to Mass? If that feels
awkward, how about asking a friend
to join you for a Men’s Club or Women’s Guild meeting? Jennifer Hynes,
also spotlighted in a past Stewardship
Newsletter, mentioned that she became
involved with Christ Renews His Parish because of a personal invitation from another participant. Invite a friend or
family member to a parish event, so they can get to know
our warm and friendly community, especially if they are
new to the area, or just don’t feel connected.

Perhaps you notice the
need for a new ministry,
or you have wished our
parish would address a
topic of social justice...

Sometimes, we are asked by someone
we respect to get involved with Stewardship. My husband and I have been
teaching Baptismal preparations classes here at MHR for 12 years. We have
been teaching ever since three people
we highly respect - our pastor at the time,
the couple who taught the class we attended for our son,
and Deacon Kulleck- all stopped us to say that we should
really consider teaching for the Baptismal Prep Ministry.
Sometimes God isn’t subtle at all!

We can enter into Stewardship when we identify a need.
Something in our heart or head tells us we have to meet
that need (that something is God). Perhaps you notice
the need for a new ministry, or you have wished our parish
would address a topic of social justice. When the Hos-

I challenge you this month to listen closely, to hear all the
ways God is calling you to share your time, talents and
treasures with our Parish Community!
By: Colleen Klimczak
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Thankful stewardship
At Thanksgiving, my whole family convenes at my sister’s
house. It’s not just the 16 of us; it’s my brother-in-law’s
family too. So that’s another 10 more people. Then, usually, there are a few odd friends and their spouses and
children and, occasionally, a visiting friend of a friend or
estranged relative visiting from out of town. Now we are
up to about 35-40 people. My sister lives in a Chicago
bungalow on the north side of the city. Seating is usually
at a premium. By the time the food is served, it is usually room temperature, at best. We all complain about the
parking. We all complain about how crowded it is. We all
complain about how we never got mom’s stuffing or Aunt
so-and-so’s cranberry sauce. Yet, somehow we keep doing it. And we like it. We like the comfort of being close
to our loved ones (really close!) and sharing our food and
collective family with people who might otherwise be alone
on Thanksgiving. We like taking a pause in our busy lives
to look around a crowded table and thank God for all of
the blessings He has given us this year. We thank Him for
helping us through another year.
During the Thanksgiving holiday, we can take a moment
to truly be thankful for all that we have. One of the best
ways to give thanks is to also give of ourselves. I think
that Thanksgiving time is a perfect opportunity to appraise
the ways in which we give of ourselves to God and to His
church. For example, I know of several families in our
MHR community who pack bag lunches and drive around
the city and poorer suburban communities handing out
meals. I also know of many families who volunteer to
serve meals at homeless shelters or volunteer their time to

prepare food at the Chicago Food Depository. In our own
community, we can donate food to the Evergreen Park
food pantry. Sharing of our clothing and material goods is
another perfect way to give of ourselves. As my children
have grown older, I use Thanksgiving as a time for helping
them see little ways we can show God our gratitude by
making donations to charities and donating things we no
longer use to people who may need them.
Thinking more specifically, Thanksgiving is a perfect time
to think about how we are giving of our time, treasure and
talent to our MHR Church community. Maybe there are
other ways we can share of ourselves? Maybe there is a
ministry you want to volunteer for? Maybe you’ve come
into a little extra money you can consider adding to your
monthly tithe? What better time than Thanksgiving to amplify our giving.
I want to stop and thank all of the wonderful members of
our church community who give so much of themselves
to make MHR what it is today. So many of you volunteer
and contribute in many important and meaningful ways.
Consider the following bible verse found in 2 Corinthians
9:11-12, “11 You will be made rich in every way so that you
can be generous on every occasion, and through us your
generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. 12 This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of
God’s people but is also overflowing in many expressions
of thanks to God.” Happy Thanksgiving!
By: Lisa Downey

THANKSGIVING PRAYER FOR STEWARDSHIP

Gracious and loving God,
As the autumn season continues its transformation,
and the days become shorter,
the earth cooler;
as we join family and friends
in joy and celebration
on Thanksgiving Day,
we pause to give You thanks and praise
for the abundant blessings
You have bestowed upon us:
For life and health,
safety and comfort,

food and nourishment.
Through your Spirit, open our hearts
so that we may be even better stewards
of Your many blessings.
Show us how to be a blessing
for the poor, sick, lonely and all who suffer.
And help us nurture the gift of faith,
revealed to us by your Son, Jesus Christ,
our greatest gift,
who reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever
and ever.						
							Amen
Source: http://stewardshiptucson.blogspot.com
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Sharing Time And Talent

Have you noticed that the sun is setting earlier each day?
That glue sticks and paper are filling your cart at Target
instead of sunscreen and popsicles? That your phone is
sending you reminders about sports schedules and school
calendars instead of picnics and play dates? These signs
and the suggestion of cool breezes in the air signal the
end of the lazy days of summer and the start of the more
structured season of autumn.

Just as your family life becomes more scheduled as the
seasons change, so does life at Most Holy Redeemer.
Ministries and activities of all kinds for all segments of the
parish community become active again, offering all parishioners a chance to not only become involved with the work
of the parish, but also to share their time, and talent with
other members of the parish and the wider community.

To encourage this sharing – or practice of stewardship –
each family in the parish will receive (depending on the
schedule of the printer and the USPS) or has received a
copy of the 2014-2015 Stewardship Handbook. The book
offers a plethora of ways to share time and talent with others. Elsewhere in this newsletter, you’ll see an alphabetical
list of many of the ministries and activities (more than 50)
currently operating in the parish and looking for volunteers
to share the work; the Stewardship Handbook explains
each of them. Do you have young children who you take to
church? Volunteer as a Children’s Liturgy of the Word catechist. Do you want to be more involved with the Mass?
Volunteer as a Eucharistic Minister, a Lector or Usher. Do
you like to sing? The parish has three choirs for adults
and one for children. Do you have ideas for the betterment
of the parish? Perhaps the Parish Pastoral Council is for
you. Do you want to help the less fortunate? Volunteer at
PADS or the Su Casa Soup Kitchen. Older children can
learn to share as altar servers. There really is something
for everyone.
Take time to read through the Handbook, determine how
you’d like to be involved this year and fill out the Commitment Card that came with the Handbook.
To help you
make your decisions about ways to share your time and
talent, members of the Stewardship Committee will speak
at all the Masses the weekend of August 23 and 24. Father
Hyland will remind everyone of the importance of sharing
the weekend of September 13 and 14.
Finally, you are
asked to bring your Commitment Card with you to church
on September 20 or 21. Someone from the ministry (or
ministries) you chose will contact you, and you will soon
be sharing your time and talent with members of the Most
Holy Redeemer community.
Stewardship is about more than just volunteering and sharing our time and talents with others. Just as we help others, we also receive benefits. The Stewardship Education
page (elsewhere in this newsletter) sums it up very well.
“As we practice stewardship, we find that we grow spiritually, that our faith is deepened and our lives are changed
for the good.”
By: Jan McAuliffe
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stewardship education

As we mentioned in the last Stewardship Newsletter, a
section of each publication will feature information on various aspects of stewardship. In this issue, we are continuing the Q and A format we started last time. The material
is from the Diocese of Rochester; if you want to know more
about stewardship, additional information can be found on
the website www.catholicstewardship.com

Question: What do you mean by stewardship of time and
talent and how important is it?
Answer: Giving of time involves being with God in prayer
and worship, sharing our love with family and friends, and
volunteering our time in church and community activities
that help others and promote justice. Sharing our talents
arises from the fact that God has given each of us the ability and gifts to do certain things well and we are to develop
those talents for the good of others. Just as in stewardship
of treasure, it is important that the giving of time and talent
be intentional, planned and proportionate. Many individuals commit a certain number of hours each week to prayer
and charitable activities. Giving of our time and talent is
just as important as giving of our treasure. God does not
hold back on any area of giving, so we are not to hold back
on any area of our giving.

Question: What difference will stewardship - giving of our
time, talents and treasure - make in our lives?
Answer: The difference can be seen in several areas of
our lives. First, the difference is in the focus of giving. Instead of focusing on the needs of the group to whom we’re
helping, focus is primarily on God and our relationship with
God. Second, the difference is in the motivation for giving.
Stewardship is an integral part of our spiritual life and we
give in that context because we are grateful to God for
what God has already given us. We give freely because
we want to not because we have to. Third, the difference is
in the result of the giving. As we practice stewardship, we
find that we grow spiritually, that our faith is deepened and
our lives are changed for the good.
Question: What are some examples of stewardship of time
and talent?
Answer: Here at Most Holy Redeemer, there are many
ways to share your time and talent. The following list indicates most of them. Your Ministry Handbook has either
just arrived or will very shortly. Spend some time with the
booklet read more about the ministries available and determine your choices for sharing your time and talent. Not
only will the parish benefit from your sharing, so will you.

Ministries at Most Holy Redeemer
Adult Choir
Altar Server
Arts & Environment Team
Athletic Association
Baptismal Preparation
Bell Choir
Carnival Planning Committee
Children’s Choir
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Christ Renews His Parish
Construction/Maintenance Volunteer
Driver
Eucharistic Minister
Eucharistic Adoration
Folk/Contemporary Choir
Gardening Club/Landscaping
Gecko

Hospital Visitors
Hospitality and Welcome Committee
Lector
Library Volunteer
Liturgy Team
Men’s Club
Men’s Golf League
Mary’s Maids
MHR School Advisory Board
MHR School Parent’s Club
Ministry of Care
Ministry of Praise
PADS
Parish Pastoral Council
Respect Life Volunteer
Resurrection Choir
RICA Team

St. Patrick’s Day Party–Dash for Cash
School of Religion Catechist
School of Religion Classroom Aide
School of Religion Advisory Board
Sponsor-a-Family Committee
Stewardship Committee Member
Stewardship Newsletter Writer
Su Casa
Usher
Vacation Bible School Volunteer
Wake and Funeral Ministry
Women’s Guild
Women’s Bowling League
Women’s Golf League
Youth Ministry Parent Volunteer
Youth Ministry Participant
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prayer, the sick and stewardship
During each of the weekend Masses, the lector invites the congregation
to pray for the sick of the community
and reads a list of names for whom
the prayers of the congregation are
requested. In the vestibule, many
members of the community list intentions in a large book for which they
hope the community will pray; many of
these intentions include the sick too.
Finally, all of us are aware of others in
the parish who are sick or struggling.
For many of the sick and their caregivers, the problem is made worse
because the sick feel they can no longer partake in the Eucharist, liturgies
and life of the parish. While this may
be true in the sense that they cannot
attend Mass or visit church regularly,
there are resources available for them
to feel part of the parish community.
For those who can attend church, the
parish offers a communal anointing of
the sick twice a year. This fall, the ceremony will take place at the 4:30 Mass
on Saturday, October 4. In addition, if
a person is no longer able to drive to
church, volunteer drivers will transport
them to Mass. Even for those con-

fined to their homes and hospitals,
connections to the parish can still be
maintained. Each week, the priests
visit neighboring hospitals; families
of the hospitalized should contact the
rectory and the priests will visit. In
addition, members of the Care Ministry will bring the Eucharist to the sick
and housebound in their homes and
hospitals; again, notify the rectory for
assistance. The Ministry of Praise
is another connection for the ill and
housebound—one in which they can
participate. Members form a chorus
of prayer in the parish. The only requirement is to pray daily and offer the
sacrifice of their struggles for the parish, the Church and the world. This
prayer can be done from home, a hospital, nursing home or wherever one
chooses to pray.
Finally, for those
who are near death, or in a terminal or
extreme illness, the Continuous Rite of
Penance, Anointing and Viaticum can
also be requested through the rectory,
No one regardless of his or her health
issues should feel disconnected from
the comfort of the sacraments and the
parish community.

Looking at all these scenarios from
another perspective brings up the
question of how members of the parish can help the sick and infirm. According to the United States Bishops
in their letter on stewardship, setting
aside a time for prayer each day is
one of the most important aspects of
stewardship. Even if we are not able
to help through a formal obligation,
each of us can include the struggles of
the ill in our prayer each day as part of
our commitment to stewardship. Other opportunities for sharing time and
talent can also be considered. Volunteering as a driver, Minister of Care
member or in the Adoration Chapel
are all ways to help those struggling
with issues of health. Consider these
options as you fill out your Stewardship Commitment Card.

ELECTRONIC COPY
If you would like to receive an electronic copy of
the Parish Newsletter instead of a print
copy, please send an email to
ltrasko@mostholyredeemer.org
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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Date

Event

September 5th
September 7th
September 15th
September 16th
September 20th and 21st
October 4th
October 19th
October 21st
November 8th
November 8th
November 16th
November 18th
November 27th

School Opening Mass
Mass in the Park
School of Religion Opening
Mass
St. Michael League Mass
Stewardship Renewal Weekend
Anointing Mass
Family Mass
St. Michael League Mass
Bereavement Mass
Veteran’s Day Mass
Family Mass
St. Michael League Mass
Thanksgiving

Time

8:30 a.m.
11:00 at Duffy Park
6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
Celebrated at all Masses
4:30 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
6:00 p.m.
8:30 a.m.
4:30 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
6:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m. Mass
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The commitment to spending time with our Lord in prayer is so important because it is here that stewardship begins. It is
by spending time with our Lord in prayer that we come to realize God’s goodness to us and the many blessings that fill
our lives. It is by spending time with our Lord in prayer that we come to realize our need to show our gratitude for all that
God has given us by generously giving back from the blessings we have received. It is by spending time with our Lord
in prayer that we hear God’s voice letting us know how we are being called to share our talent and treasure.
Spending time with God in prayer is something to do as you prepare to renew your commitment of stewardship for the
coming year. How is God calling you to share your talent? Are you being called to continue in a ministry you have been
involved in for many years? Are you being called to serve in a new way? Is God calling you to take a step back at this
time to pay attention to something else in your life? How is God calling you to share your treasure? Is God calling you
to continue as you have always done, or are you being called to a more generous sharing of your treasure? We will find
the answers to these questions as we spend time with our Lord in prayer.
I hope we will all emphasize our time commitment this year. I hope we will be faithful to the commitments we make to
spend time with our Lord in prayer, at Mass and elsewhere. Especially, I hope we will begin the sharing of our time in
prayer as we prepare for our Stewardship Commitment Renewal. May that time we spend with our Lord reveal to us how
God is calling us to share our time, talent, and treasure in the coming year.
In Christ,

Fr. Jim Hyland, Pastor
708.425.5354 -Most Holy Redeemer Church- mostholyredeemer.org

