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IN  THIs   ISSUe:

Stewardship  is:
The grateful response of a 
Christian disciple who recog-
nizes and receives God’s gifts 
and shares these gifts in love 

of God and neighbor. 
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Dear Parishioners,

In this 75th Anniversary year for our parish, I have had the opportunity 
to look at a lot of old photographs. Some of them are photos we have 
in our archives. Others are photos that people have brought in. They all 
tell something about different events that have taken place in our parish 
over the past 75 years. It’s fun to look at them. It’s interesting to see what 
people were doing and what events were taking place. It’s also fun trying 
to figure out who the people in the photos are. Some of them are still 
around, though looking a few years older than they did in the photos.

One thing these photos make clear is that our parish has been greatly 
blessed over the past 75 years. We have been greatly blessed with 
people who were willing to get involved in the life of the parish. We have 
been greatly blessed with people who were willing to sacrifice and give of 
themselves, their time, and their talent to help our parish grow. We have 
only been officially calling it “stewardship” for the past 10 years or so, but 
stewardship has been going on a for long time at Most Holy Redeemer. 
It’s one reason why we are celebrating our 75th Anniversary as a parish.

There will be a couple of big events coming up to celebrate our 75th 
Anniversary, and we’ll be hearing a lot about them in the coming weeks. 
But there is another event coming up that might be even more important 
for our parish, and we have to make sure this event doesn’t get swept 
aside. This event is the annual Stewardship Commitment Renewal that 
takes place in September.
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Folk  Group  Shares  Music,   
Joy  with  MHR  Community

Stewardship is the sharing of our 
time, talent and treasure. And, our 
MHR Folk Group members certainly 
share their time and talents.

If you’ve ever attended 9:30 Mass, 
you have likely seen and heard our 
MHR Folk Group. This group, or 
some form of it, has been playing 
for more than 43 years at Most Holy 
Redeemer. I know this number, 43 
years or more, for certain, because 
one of our members has been with 
the group since she was in eighth 
grade in 1973. At the other end of the 
spectrum, our two newest members, 
a high school student and a college 
student, joined within the last year. 
My experience with the Folk Group, 
spanning 17 years now, is more 
typical of our members. 

And for me, this range of experiences, 
of ages, of talents and skill levels, 
is one of the traits that makes the 
group so great. We have amateur 
and professional musicians, ranging 
in ages from 16 to retired. Most  
of our 16 members sing, plus we 
have instrumentalists who play the 
guitar, piano, clarinet and flute. Some 
of us do both. We are all individuals, 
but what do we have in common? 
Our love of music and of our  
MHR community. Our strong faith, 
and our belief that beautiful music 
enhances worship.

I am amazed at the dedication of our 
Folk Group members. Many of our 
members have moved geographically 
out of Evergreen Park, but still make 
the commute back for rehearsals and 
Masses out of love and dedication to 
our choir and our parish community.  
In the words of one of our members, 
“MHR is a Forever Home.”

IF YOU HAVE EVER 
WONDERED...

Yes, we all have favorite songs, too!   
 Yes, we really want you, the 
congregation, to sing at Mass. That 
is really what its all about for us.
 We play for other Masses and 
events throughout the year: 
Thanksgiving morning and Holy 
Thursday evening Mass, as part of 
“All Sings” or ensembles made up 
of all the choirs at MHR.

The Folk Group has been called many 
names over the years, including the 
“Contemporary Choir” or casually the 
“Guitar Group.” Our parish is blessed 
with many talented musicians, so 
our name helps describe the type of 
liturgical music (more contemporary 
and with a variety of instruments ) we 
play at Sunday Mass. 

I asked my wonderful choir members 
what they like most about our Folk 
Group. They like most: 
 • The family we have become.
 • That when we sing, we pray twice! 
 •  The joy of making music together, 

and sharing that with our community.
 •  How being a part of the Sunday 

Liturgy feeds our spirituality.
 •  Our support for one another as 

musicians who come together  
to play.

 •  Being together with each other, 
having fun at rehearsals (and 
heading over to Barraco’s after!).

 •  Special performances or favorite 
songs, like singing “The Christmas 
Hallelujah” at the Advent Sacred 
Concert.

 •  The memory of the moment they 
joined the Folk Group, “jumping at 
the chance! That was one of the 
happiest days of my life!”   

We take the summers off, but we’re 
already planning for Fall! We will 
always welcome new members 
to sing or play an instrument with 
us, or both! Please contact me at  
Chicagoflyers@juno.com, or via text at 
708-790-1940.  We’ll start rehearsing in 
August for our first Mass in September. 

By Colleen Klimczak
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Most Holy Redeemer Parish has 
always been known as a friendly 
community: a place where friends 
are made as parishioners’ work 
together to help the parish thrive.  
Celebrating that spirit of friendship 
and sharing community, two more 
events are being planned as part of 
the year-long celebration of MHR’s 
75th anniversary.

Mark your calendars for Saturday, 
September 3 for the Homecoming 
Reunion for children and adults to 
remember their days at Most Holy 
Redeemer. This is the day to catch 
up with that family across the street 
who moved away, the girls on your 
sixth grade volleyball team, the guys 
you played fast pitch with on the 
playground, the girl who sat behind 
you at Confirmation, the family 
whose oldest child was baptized on 
the same day as yours and moved 
the next year. Gather your family, and 
plan to share the fun. The evening 
will start with Mass at 4:30. 

After Mass, the fun will continue with 
a cook out featuring brats, hotdogs 
and all the trimmings.  While adults 
gather in the beer tent to converse 
about the old days, kids can make 
their own memories and enjoy a Dino 
Jump and a Dunk Tank. Music for 
all be provided by Brian Goodman 
Music and Not Just a DJ. School 
tours will also be available. Visitors 

will probably be surprised by how 
much smaller the furniture in the 
school is now–you know those tables 
and chairs were bigger when you 
were there.

Tickets are $20 for individuals and 
$35 per family. Admission price 
includes food at the cook out and two 
beverage tickets. A cash bar is also 
available. Wrist bands for admission 
can be reserved now by calling the 
rectory; they will be on sale after 
Mass a few weeks before the event; 
they can also be prepaid on the parish 
website mostholyredeemer.org. All 
wristbands will be available for pick 
up the night of the party. Wristbands 
can also be purchased at the door.  
Don’t miss this chance to rekindle 
your MHR memories.

Parish Heritage Day will be held on 
Sunday, October 23. The 11:00 Mass 
will honor and celebrate all those who 
have lived in the parish for at least 25 
years. No doubt these parishioners 
shared their time and talent working 
with the pastors during those years:  
Father Devine, Father Dempsey, 
Father Foley and Father Hyland. Like 
those that came before them, these 
residents worked to maintain and 
strengthen the parish community. A 
reception will be held after Mass in 
Briody Hall. This is another chance to 
catch up with old friends and share 
MHR memories.

If you want to demonstrate your MHR 
pride during this anniversary year, 
sprit wear is also available. Hats and 
visors, t-shirts and car magnets are 
all for sale. See the webpage or call 
the rectory.  

MHR  75th  Anniversary  
Celebration  Continues

75
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C h o o s i n g  Stewa r d s h i p

The lazy days of summer are ending.   
School is starting, organizations are 
planning fall schedules, life is getting 
busy. Before the busy-ness completely 
takes over, resolve to make a place in 
your life to share your time and talent 
with Most Holy Redeemer. You have 
received your Stewardship Handbook 
(or will) for the coming year. Take 
time to look at it, and consider which 
ministry is best for you.
Taking part in a ministry will not only 
benefit others, but will also change 
your life for the better. You will have 
a chance to work with and socialize 
with parish members who you have 
previously only seen in church. You 
will also have the satisfaction of 
knowing you are doing something 
to help others, adding a layer of 
richness to your own faith life, you 
may think you have no time to be part 
of ministry. Read the short profiles 
and statements on these two pages. 
Those pictured are all parishioners, 
involved in busy lives. Yet, they have 
all found time to share with the parish 
in many different ways. So can you. 
Choose Stewardship.

THERESA WARD
Student at St. Xavier University majoring 
in Early Childhood Education, graduate 
of Most Holy Redeemer and Mother 
McAuley, part time rectory worker.

STEWARDSHIP INVOLVEMENT: 
Cantor, Folk Group, Eucharistc Minister.

WHY SHE PRACTICES  
STEWARDSHIP:  

“I love going to church; it relaxes me, 
I feel so close to God when I am 
there. When I started singing in the 
Children’s Choir, I never thought I 
would be as involved as I am. One 
day, Chris Rojek asked me if I would 
be the cantor. I thought, “Me?  Lead 
the people in song? By myself? Now, 
several years later, I cantor multiple 
Masses a weekend. When I am on 
the altar or singing with the Folk 
Choir, I can feel my relationship and 
my love for God strengthen more 
and more. I get so much more out 
of the Mass when I am a part of 
it! Recently, I was trained to be a 
Eucharistic Minister.  The feeling 
of being able to offer the body 
and blood of our Lord to people is 
indescribable. I love what I am doing 
and I can’t wait to see the other ways 
God will call me to spread His love  
to others.” 

GAIL PRIM
When Gail and her husband Wally 
married 35 years ago, she moved 
to Most Holy Redeemer from St. 
Bernadette’s where she had been 
raised. She is retired.

STEWARDSHIP INVOLVEMENT: 
Mary’s Maids, Holy Cross Chapel, 
Eucharistic Minister, Sacristan

WHY SHE PRACTICES 
STEWARDSHIP:  

“I began my involvement in ministry 
when I realized my life was very blessed 
and I needed to make time to give 
back to God. My first ministry was the 
Adoration Chapel. Next, I was invited to 
join other women of the parish to clean 
the church on Monday mornings. 
Involved in two ministries, I still thought 
God could be asking me to do more. 
Soon after, Father Hyland invited me 
to act as a sacristan. I look on this 
ministry as an honor and privilege 
which brings me closer to God. I feel 
the same sense of honor and privilege 
when I serve as a Eucharistic minister.
I think my participating in ministries is 
helping prepare me for my next life. 
This life is temporary. We need to make 
an effort to spend time with God now if 
we want to share eternity with Him.”
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TONY SIGNORELLI
Tony is an Evergreen Park Police 
Sergeant. He and his wife Noreen 
have been members of Most Holy 
Redeemer for the past 15 years. They 
are the parents of nine children. 

STEWARDSHIP INVOLVEMENT: 
Holy Cross Chapel  
Committee member.

WHY HE PRACTICES 
STEWARDSHIP: 

“My wife and I are members of the Holy 
Cross Chapel Committee. The chapel 
opened  on May 5, 2005; it is a place 
for parishioners to spend quiet time 
in the presence of God. For me, the 
Adoration Chapel has been a source 
of peace. Jesus is truly present in the 
Eucharist, so by visiting Him, I can take 
time to listen to Him and pray.
I invite you to stop in the chapel during 
the scheduled hours on Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday. Many of the children who go to 
Most Holy Redeemer School visit the 
Chapel regularly. The students in the 
School of Religion also visit. If you have 
school aged children or grandchildren, 
ask them about their experience in the 
chapel. 
The Chapel Committee is looking for 
parishioners who are willing to commit 
to an hour a week to praying and 
listening to God in the chapel.  Start 
by visiting, and see if this is something 
you’d like to do.” 

TOM HIGGINS
Tom Higgins is a Chicago Public School 
teacher. He and his wife, Kathleen, 
have four children.

STEWARDSHIP INVOLVEMENT: 
Liturgy Committee, Usher,  
Eucharistic Minister
WHY HE PRACTICES 
STEWARDSHIP:

“My wife and I have been active 
members of Most Holy Redeemer 
Parish since 1981. Our four children 
received a wonderful education at Most 
Holy Redeemer School. I have been 
a member of the Liturgy Committee 
since 1982. I am also an usher.  Former 
pastor, Father Peter Franzen asked me 
to coordinate the Eucharistic Ministers.  
Schedules, at first, were created by hand; 
now they are made using a computer 
program. I help train new ministers 
and help with schedule changes the 
ministers may need. I believe the 
role of the Eucharistic Minister is a 
privilege. We get to assist at Mass.  It is 
heartening to see the sincerity and faith 
of the communicants: people believe 
in the Real Presence. Our parish has 
many dedicated Eucharistic Ministers, 
but we are in need of more. We could 
use members of all ages starting with 
high school juniors. No one should think 
he or she is “unworthy.” If you think you 
would like to be part of this ministry, 
please contact me or one of the priests 
for further information.”

LEE ANN ARETHAS
Junior High Math Aide, Co-Coordinator 
of Religious Education at Christ the King. 
She and her husband Pete, members of 
the parish for ten years, have twin nine 
year olds, Ryan and Regann entering 
third grade.
STEWARDSHIP INVOLVEMENT: 
Eucharistc Minister, CRHP, Women’s 
Guild past president, former Parish 
Council member, SOR Advisory Board, 
SOR Aide/Sub, VBS, To Teach Who 
Christ Is, 75th Anniversary Committee

WHY SHE PRACTICES 
STEWARDSHIP: 
“Volunteering comes naturally to me, 
it is what I witnessed my parents do 
quite often growing up. As I matured, 
I wanted to follow their example. It is 
my hope and prayer to instill those 
same values in my own children. My 
belief is that you take care of what’s 
close to your heart. My faith is close 
to my heart. Now that I am a parent 
myself, I can see what a commitment 
it was for my parents to offer their 
time and energy. We are so busy 
with the basic responsibilities in life: 
a full-time job and caring for our 
families. Taking a few hours a week 
or a month to help out in our parish 
can bring so much satisfaction to 
one’s own life but offers a positive 
role model for my children to follow 
at the same time.” 
In everything, set them an example 

by doing what is good. Titus:  2:7
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With Stewardship Commitment 
weekend approaching, it’s time 
to consider our understanding of 
the concept of Stewardship and 
determine how Stewardship will play 
a part in our life for the next year.

Catholic Stewardship, the e-bulletin 
of the International Catholic 
Stewardship Council offers insights 
about stewardship for us to think 
about as we decide how we will be 
involved.
 • It is about sharing what we have
 •  It is caring for all that we are and 

all that is
 • It is a faith-response to Christ
 • It is about using our talents well

Catholic Stewardship has other ideas 
to reflect upon as we determine what 
we hope to give to our parish this 
year, and what we hope to get from 
our parish. “In society today, people 
yearn for community. But often, our 
extended families live far away; our 
lives are busy and often divided 
between demanding jobs and children 
with demanding schedules. We 

barely keep up with social media and 
don’t find real community there. We 
neglect community and suffer from its 
absence. As Christian stewards, we 
try to keep our lives Christ-centered. 
We can’t do that without community. 
Our commitment to Sunday Mass at 
the parish isn’t enough to foster deep 
community there. We need more– 
and our parish needs more from 
us. In the spirit of Pope Francis, we 
should find out about the abundance 
of parish ministries offered.” 

Here at MHR, there is a  plethora 
of possibilities.   If we are intested 
in service to others, we can join 
parishioners who visit the SuCasa 
Soup Kitchen and those who assist 
the homeless at a PADS shelter.  We 
can connect with the Service Squad 
which offers multiple opportunities 
for service;  we can become one of 
the volunteers who visit the sick and 
homebound.  We can also join the 
team of  lectors, cantors, Communion 
ministers and ushers who, each 
weekend, assist with and beome part 
of the celebration of Mass.  Select a 
committee that calls to you, and that 

could use your particular skill set and 
commitment. Say yes to Stewardship.

Catholic Stewardship emphasizes, 
“What you will find is not just a chance 
to serve or grow, but a deepening 
friendship with people who share your 
faith and walk on a spiritual journey 
which demands companionship. 
What you find in parish involvement 
is community. A faith community is 
deeper than just the folks around the 
water cooler or the friends who meet 
for happy hour. A faith community 
asks more of us and gives us much 
more. The perfect place to find this 
community is in our parish. Finding 
a small faith community within the 
parish strengthens you, it strengthens 
the parish, and it strengthens the 
Body of Christ. Take a fresh look at 
what the parish offers this fall, and a 
fresh look at what you have to offer 
your parish.”

International Catholic Stewardship 
Council, Catholic Stewardship, 

September 2015 • e-Bulletin

Stewardship  Commitments  Offer  
Service,  Sense  of  Community
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LITU RG I CA L  S C H ED U LE  O F  EV EN TS

Managing Editor: Jan McAulliffe
Contributing Writer: Colleen Klimczak

Design: Ellie Menke

VOLUNTEERS
If you would like to receive an electronic copy of 

the Parish Newsletter instead of a print 
copy, please send an email to 

ltrasko@mostholyredeemer.org

ELECTRONIC  COPY

Date Event Time
September 3rd 75th Anniversary School and  

Parish Reunion
Mass at 4:30 p.m.

Reunion 5:30 — 11:00 p.m.
September 5th Labor Day Mass at 9:00 a.m.
September 11th Mass in the Park 11:00 a.m. at Duffy Park

September 17th — 18th Stewardship Renewal Weekend Celebrated at all  
Weekend Masses

September 20th St. Michael League Mass 6:30 p.m.
October 2nd Family Mass 9:30 a.m.
October 8th Anointing Mass 4:30 p.m.

October 18th St. Michael League Mass 6:00 p.m.
October 23rd Parish Council Installation at 9:30 a.m. Mass
October 23rd Parish Heritage Day at 11:00 a.m. Mass
November 1st All Saints Day 7:30 p.m. Mass
November 2nd All Souls Day 7:30 p.m. Bereavement Mass
November 15th St. Michael League Mass 6:00 p.m.
November 20th Family Mass 9:30 a.m.
November 24th Thanksgiving Mass at 9:00 a.m.



Every year we are asked to make a Stewardship Commitment to our parish of time, talent, and treasure. Stewardship 
recognizes that all we have in our lives is a gift from God. We recognize God’s blessings to us, and then generously give 
back in gratitude from the blessings we have received. In this anniversary year it is especially important that we give back 
generously.

Those old photos show that our parish has greatly benefitted from the generous stewardship of so many over the years. 
The photos also show that those who have been such good stewards are older now and not always able to do the things 
they once did. New people have to be willing to step forward if we are going to be able to continue doing our Lord’s work, 
and be a strong presence in our community for many years to come.

I hope that you will join us for the upcoming 75th Anniversary celebrations. I hope too, that you will keep in mind that the 
practice of stewardship, even if it wasn’t always called stewardship, is a big reason why we’re celebrating 75 years as 
a parish. I hope that you will consider making a stewardship commitment this year. Your generous sharing of your time, 
talent, and treasure in gratitude for all God has blessed you with will help our parish to remain strong and continue to grow 
for another 75 years or more.

In Christ,

Fr. Jim Hyland, Pastor

continued from front cover

708.425.5354 — Most Holy Redeemer Church — mostholyredeemer.org

Most Holy Redeemer Church
9525 S. Lawndale Avenue
Evergreen Park, IL 60805

Address Service Requested

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID
Chicago, IL

Permit No. 2955

  STEWARDSHIP  NEWSLETTER


